Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD. . ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e i
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION.......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii \Y
EXPLANATORY NOTE ABOUT THIS REVISED EDITION..........cooiiiiiiiiin,

INTERPRETATION........oooorovomvrvoreeeeeeeeesssessssssssssssseeossssssssseeeeeesssssssssssssssesssssssssssseeeeeeen v
1. OBIECTIVES ..oovoveeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseoooossesssseeeeses s sssssssesosssssssssseeesess s 1
2. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN CHARTERERS AND VESSEL
OWNERS/MASTERS ......oovivie et eee e et ee e et 2
3. MANAGEMENT PLANS......oooooooeeeeecccccoooosvsseeeeeeessssssssssssssosssssssssseeeesesssssssssss s oo 3
3.1 SUPPORT VESSELS.....ooooeeeeccccceeoooosesseeeeeessesssssssssssssoeoossssssssseesessssssssssssssseoonone 3
3.1.1 SAFETY MANAGEMENT PLAN .....oooovoeeeeeeesesessesssssoeinsssons s seeeessssssssssssssssonenone 3
3.1.2 OPERATIONS MANUAL........ccoooommmrmreeeeemeeessssessssssssseseoossssssseeeessessssssssssseeeenonnee 3
3.1.3 EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANUAL ...oooooooeeeececeeeooorssssseeeeeeesssssssssssssesnnnnone 3
3.1.4 SHIPBOARD OIL POLLUTION EMERGENCY PLAN (SOPEP) ..........cccoorrrrrneer. 3
3.2 CHARTER PARTY ....ooorooovovvvmvvvreeeeeeessssssssssssssssomsssssssseeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssseseeeeees 3
8. APPLICATION. ..o eeeooooooeoeeoeeeeeeeeeseessesesssseeosossssssseeeees s ssssssnesssssssseeeeeee 5
5. COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY PROVISIONS............ooooeeeereeeessessesscccsrrrrsrereeeeee 6
5.1 RELEVANT STATUTORY PROVISIONS......ooooooeoeeceiicccccccrosrosseeeeeeesssssssssssss e e 6
5.2 STATE AND COMMONWEALTH HEALTH AND SAFETY LEGISLATION........... 6
B.2.1 GENERAL .........omomovooeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssossssssssssseeees s s e e e e 6
5.2.2 THE PETROLEUM (SUBMERGED LANDS) ACT OHS PROVISIONS ALSO
APPLY TO:... ... it ettt 6
6. ROLE OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY ...ccoooovrrrrromirvorereeeeeeeessssssssssssssssssssseeeeeenees 8
6.1 AUSTRALIAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY ...ooooorrrroeeeeeeceecccccccrooreneeeeeeeeeee 8
6.2 STATE MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITIES ........ooovoeeeeeeeesesesesssssscne e voveeneeeeee 8

7. RESPONSIBILITIES. ... e e D

8. FATIGUE & REST.....oiimoveoeeeeeiesseeeesesoeesssesssseseesssssessssssssssessssssssssssssssesssssessssssssneeees 10
9 EQUIPMENT ...o..oooooooeeeeeeeoeeeoessssesesseeeesssses e sssssessssses e ssssssssssesesseeesssssssss s sesssenees 11
9.1 SUPPORT VESSEL EQUIPMENT ......ovvvvoveeeeosseseeeseoeeessssseessssssessssssssssesssssesesssssseeees 11
9.1.1 HULL, MACHINERY & NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT ...oormvvvvveeeeiesesreeeeseseeeennnn, 11
9.1.2 CARGO HANDLING EQUIPMENT ......ooooiionniereeeeeeeeessssseeseessoeessssssssseessssesesnsssn, 11
9.1.2.1 GENERAL ....coovooooooeeeeseeeeeoveoossseesseeeessssesss s ssesesssssssssssssseseessssssssssasssesessssssnsssan 11
9.1.2.2 LIFTING GEAR........cosmrirervveeooeeissssseeessseosssssssssesssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssesessssossssnn 11
9.1.2.3 FUEL HANDLING EQUIPMENT ......oo.vvoooiiessnreeeeseseeeesesseeeessssssesssssssseesssosnessons 11
9.1.2.4 DRY BULK AND CEMENT EQUIPMENT ....covvvvveoeeeseesseeeeeeeeeesssssssessesssoenessns 12

9.1.25 GLYCOL AND METHANOL SYSTEMS........oii 12



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

9.1.2.6 LASHING AND SECURING EQUIPMENT ..ooovvvoorroeoreeeeeeeeeeeee e 12
9.1.2.7 ELECTRICAL AND FREEZER CARGO EQUIPMENT .......ovvvvveoiienrreerrrienan 12
9.1.3 MOORING EQUIPMENT .....orvvvvreeerissneeesseesssssseessssssssssssessssssssesssssessssesssssneeees 12
9.2.4 DECK LIGHTING....cccvvvvoeeeee e e eoveesesseeeesssesssssesssseesssssesssssessssesesssssesss 13
9.1.5 OIL SPILL EQUIPMENT ......oovoiive v eeeeeeveeoessesneessseeesesseeessssesssesssesssssessseneeees 13
9.1.6 TOWING EQUIPMENT ..ooomrrcvreee e ceeeeeeeeeeeseeessseesssssesesseseessssessssseessssnsenn s 13
9.1.6.1 GENERAL ....coorvvvvvoeesoesseesssosssssssssssssssssssssssssssosssesssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssesssssss 13
9.1.6.2 STRETCHERS AND SPRINGS ..........cimorrrreereeeooessneeessseesssseeee s e voeessessneesnoee 13
9.1.8.3 WIRES........oommreevvesssssssseessssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssss s s e esssessssssssssssssssssssssesssnees 13
9.1.6.4 GOB FITTINGS w..ovvoooormereeevveoeoeeseeeessseossssss s vovsessssssseessssssssssseesssssssssssseessnees 14
9.1.6.5 TRUNNIONS AND TOW RESTRAINTS.......oocooimmmirmrrrrresrssssssessssssssssssessssssssnnns 14
9.1.6.6 SHACKLES w....covvvocoooeeeeesecoesseeesssecses e eeeesssesesssseessssesssssseessssesssessesessssess 14
9.1.6.7 CHAFING GEAR..........oesmsirrervvoossssseessssosssssssssssssssssssss s ssssssssssss s 14
9.1.6.8 SPARE GEAR.........oveoveeieeeeiee et eeeeeeeeseesseeeenesssssssssneeessssssnnennnnn 1)
9.1.7 ANCHOR HANDLING EQUIPMENT .......vvvvveeeoesreeeeoeceesesseeesesseesssseeeessseses 15
9.1.7.1 GENERAL eeeccevvvvooeoeeeeeessoeossses s eessssss s ssssssssessssesssssassseessssess 15
9.1 7.2 WIRES. ......oooorreeeeoeeeosesseeeeessessseseseessssses s e e e e e e e e e e 15
9.1.7.3 SOCKETS AND EYES.....oovvoooooeerecessooososssseessssossessssesssssesssssseessssssssssssssesssssssss 15
9.1.7.4 SHACKLES ..o essose e eessses e eessseseee e 16
9.1.7.5 ROLLER FAIRLEADS.......cooovvvoiessreessosoessssseesssso s s e e s sesssssssssssseesssones 16
9.1.7.6 PELICAN HOOKS.........oommrrrrvroeeeoeesseeeosoeesessseesoseesesssessssesssssssessssessssssseessseenes 16
9.1.7.7 HYDRAULIC OR MECHANICAL STOPPERS........ccooomrrrrvrrrerrimsnneessssessssssnneees 17
9.1.7.8 BUOY CATCHERS ......osmmirrreroveceessseeeeoseeesssess s eovssesssessseessssssssssssesssssssssssneees 17
9.1.7.9 CHASERS ...oooomrrvvvveeossesseessssoesssssseessssesssessseessssosesssessssssss s esssssses s 18
9.1.7.10 CHAIN HOOKS, TUNING FORKS..........ccommmrrrrrrrreeresseeessssessssssse oo 18
9.1.7.11 CHAIN SLINGS OR ENDLESS CHAIN SLINGS..........coosrervvvrereimsseeersrreeissnee 18
9.2 DRILLING RIG, PLATFORM OR INSTALLATION EQUIPMENT..............ccoome... 18
9.2.1 GENERAL EQUIPMENT ...cooomreroreeeceesneeeeseeeesesse e essssessssssssessssesssssseeee 18
9.2.1.1 CRANES ......ooveieevvveeooeseseeessseesesssssessssess s sssssssssssseseess s 18
9.2.1.2 CARGO HANDLING EQUIPMENT AND CONTAINERS ............corierrrrrrrrrcernnns 18
9.2.1.3 STINGERS AND HOOKS..........ccomrrrrevvveeosssseeessoossssssseesssssssssssseessssss s sesssseessnees 18
9.2.1.4 LIGHTING weoccvvvveeoeeeeeeeeceeeseeeesooeeesseeeessses s sessses s 19
9.2.1.5 PERSONNEL BASKETS ....covvvvooooieeesssoossssseeesssosssssssesesssesssssssseessssssssssssessssnes 19
9.2.1.6 MOORING LINES.........ooooooiorirreessooerisssseessssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnees 19
9.2.2 ANCHOR HANDLING EQUIPMENT ..ooooirvvvvvieooisseesssocsssessssessssosssssssesssssessss 19
9.2.2.1 PENDANTS ....oooimmirrrerooeeosesseeeesssesseessseessssessssssseesssssssssssseesssssssssssssessssssssssneees 19
9.2.2.2 BUOYS w..ooormmmirresvvoosssesssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssss 20
9.2.2.3 SHACKLES w....coovvoooooeeeeescoeeseeeeseoeeeeeseee o sessssessaes s snsessssess 20

9.2.2.4 GRAPPLES, CHASERS AND "J HOOKS .......coiiiiiieisiesienieesie e 20



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

9.2.3 TOWING EQUIPMENT ....oiiiiiiiiiiie e e 20
9.2.3.1 MAIN TOWING EQUIPMENT ......cooiiiiiiiii 20
9.2.3.2 EMERGENCY TOWING GEAR..... .ottt 21
9.3 SHORE EQUIPMENT ..ottt 22
9.3.1 CONTAINERS AND LIFTING GEAR ... 22
0.3. 1.1 GENERAL ... o 22
9.3.1.2 CARGO HANDLING AND SHIPPING EQUIPMENT .......cccooiiiiiiniiiiiinic 22
9.3.2 PORTABLE TANKS ... e 23
9.3.3 CONTRACTORS' EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY .....ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiei 23
10. OPERATIONS ..o 24
10.1 GENERAL ... e e 24
10.1.1 RESPONSIBILITIES ...t e e e ene e 24
10.1.2 MASTER/OFFSHORE INSTALLATIONS-MANAGER INFORMATION
EXCHANGE AND

COMMUNICATIONS. ..ot s s re e ee e 24
10.1.3 STABILITY ottt nb e b 24
10.1.4 DECK LIGHTING ..ot it 25
10.2 CARGO OPERATIONS ..ottt et et 25
10.2.1 ORDER OF STOWAGE ......oooiii s 25
10.2.2 DOCUMENTATION AND MARKING. ..ottt 25
10.2.3 LASHING AND SECURING/RESTRAINING OF CARGO........cccccvveiririiiirienas 26
10.2.4 DECK CARGO ....ooiiiiiiiie i s e nne s 26
10.2.5 PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT........cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 26
10.2.6 PRE-PLANNING .....oooiiiiiiiiii e 27
10.2.7 DANGEROUS GOODS AND MARINE POLLUTANTS ..o 27
10.2.8 INSTALLATION OVERBOARD DISCHARGES.........cccccoiiiiiiiice 28
10.2.9 INSTALLATION AND COLUMN LIGHTING......cccciiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 28
10.3 PROCEDURES AT THE INSTALLATION ....ociiiiiiiiiiiie e 28
10.3.1 CARGO OPERATIONS. ... oottt et 28
10.3.2 BACKLOADING OF CARGO OFFSHORE .......cccooiiiiiiiii 29
10.3.3 HELICOPTER OPERATIONS ... 30
10.3.4 CRANE OPERATIONS.......cooiiiiiiii i e 30
10.3.5 BULK TRANSFER PROCEDURES .......cccooiiiiiee e 31
10.4 ANCHOR HANDLING AND RIG SHIFTS....c.ccooiii i, 31
10.4.1 GENERAL ... e 31

10.4.2 AGREED PROCEDURES, WRITTEN PROGRAM, BRIEFING OF MASTERS,

RESPONSIBILITIES. .. ..o e e 0000 2
10.4.3 COMMUNICATIONS ..o 32
10.4.4 PIPELINES, SUB-SEA OBSTRUCTIONS/STRUCTURES...........ccocooiiiiiin e, 33
10.4.5 CLEAR DECKS ....ooiii s s 33



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

10.4.6 REMOVAL OF CLUTTER. ..ottt e s 33
10.4.7 CARRIAGE OF SPARE ANCHOR BUQOY. .....ccc.cciiiiiiiiii s 33
10.4.8 WINCH DRUM VISIBILITY ..ot 33
10.4.9 PERSONNEL CLEAR OF DECK IN PROTECTED AREA............cciiiiiennn. 34
10.4.10 DEVIATION PROCEDURE ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 34
10.4.11 CREW BRIEFING.......c.coiiiiiiii i s 34
10.4.12 EQUIPMENT ...t 34
10.4.13 WEATHER LIMITATIONS - RESPONSIBILITIES.........ccccooiiiiiiiii 35
10.4.14 LOADING/UNLOADING RIGS WHILST UNDER WAY ......ccoviiiiiiiieieieienes 35
10.4.15 PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING, SAFETY EQUIPMENT........... 35
10.4.16 CHAIN CHASING......oooiiiiiiiit e 36
10.4.17 GRAPPLING ... 36
10.4.18 RECOVERING ANCHORS .......ooiiiiiiiie s 36
10.4.19 MULTIPLE PENDANTS ... 36
10.4.20 LENGTH OF PENDANT FROM RIG .....oocoiiiiiiiiiiiee e 36
10.4.21 ANCHOR DEPLOYMENT ....ooiiiiiiiiii i 36
10.4.22 BUOY DEPLOYMENT ...oooiiiiiiii e s 37
10.4.23 PASSING PENDANT TO RIG ...cooiiiiiiiiiiin s 37
10.4.24 CLEARING FOULED ANCHORS ..o 37
10.5 TOWING OPERATIONS..... oottt e et 37
10.5.1 GENERAL ..o 37
10.5.2 AGREED PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBILITIES..........cccetviieiiceeee 37
10.5.3 EQUIPMENT ..ot e e 38
10.5.4 INSPECTION ...ttt ettt bbb s 38
10.5.5 CLEAR DECKS ... .o 39
10.5.6 RESERVE TOW EQUIPMENT ..ottt 39
10.5.7 MANNED TOW ..o e 39
10.5.8 UNMANNED TOW ..ottt 39
10.6 BARGE WORK ...t 40
10.6.1 TOWING IN NARROW/SHALLOW CHANNELS ........ccoooiiiiiiiieec e 40
10.6.2 HIPPING UP ... s 40
10.6.3 HIGH WIRE HAZARD ..ottt et 40
10.7 WORK OVERSIDE OR ON BUOYS ..o 41
10.7.1 WORK OVERSIDE..........ooiiiiiiiie et 41
10.7.2 WORK ON BUOYS ..o s 41
11. STAND-BY VESSELS..... .ot 42
111 GENERAL. ... e 42
11.2 SPECIAL EQUIPMENT ..o s 42
11.3 FAST RESCUE CRAF T ..ot s 42

114 RESCUE NETS ..o 43



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

11.5 RESCUE BASKETS ... 43
11.6 BLANKETS AND PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiee 43
11.7 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT ..ottt s 43
11.8 ACCOMMODATION. ... oottt ne s 43
L1 TRAINING. ...ttt 43
11.10 COMMUNICATIONS.......ooiiiiiiie s 44
12, ASBESTOS . .. s 45
13. DANGEROUS MACHINERY AND APPARATUS. ... ..o 46
LA NOISE ..ot 47
15. HAZARDOUS AND RESTRICTED AREAS ... 48
15.1 HAZARDOUS AREAS. ..o e 48

152 RESTRICTED AREAS.......cci 0 48

16. TRAINING ... ..ot e e 49
17. PERMIT TO WORK SYSTEM.....ooiiiiiiii e 50
17.1 GENERAL ..o 50
172 HOT WORK e e e 50
17.3 ENTRY INTO CONFINED SPACES .......ccco oo 50
17.4 ELECTRICAL WORK ......oiiiiii i 50
17.5 WORK OVER WATER......o ittt s 50
17.6 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES ... s 50
17.7 WORKING AT HEIGHT ...oooiiiiii s 50
17.8 WORK THAT COMPROMISES CRITICAL SAFETY SYSTEMS.........ccooiiiiins 51

18. TRANSFER OF PERSONNEL........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 52



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

18.1 TRANSFER BY PERSONNEL BASKET.......ccoiii i 92

18.2 TRANSFER BY BOAT ..ottt 52
18.3 TRANSFER BY HELICOPTER......c.ciiiiiiiieees e 52
19. SAFETY OF THE ENVIRONMENT ..o 53
19.1 INTRODUCTION . ....cciiiiiiiiii e 53
19.2 MARINE SUPPORT ..ottt 53
APPENDIX A:

CHECKLIST FOR SUPPORT VESSEL/ INSTALLATION OPERATIONS .................. 54

AL SHIP e 54
A2 INSTALLATION Lo 54
APPENDIX B: BULK TRANSFER PROCEDURES............ccooiiiii 55
APPENDIX C: WORK PERMIT GUIDELINES ..o 58
APPENDIX D: TRANSFER OF PERSONNEL BY BASKET ......ccooiiiiiiieneeee 61
APPENDIX E: APPLICABLE REGULATIONS/ INSTRUMENTS/CODES ..................... 65
APPENDIX F: GLOSSARY ..ottt 66

APPENDIX G: REFERENCES ......c.oiiiiiiie e 67



Australian Offshore Support Vessel Code of Safe Working Practice

FOREWORD

The Offshore Industry is one where danger lurks at every turn, where, in addition to the norma

hazards of the sea, operations are carried out which would not be contemplated on the norm
merchant ship.

| thank those in the industry who have played some part in preparing this Code, and believe that the
hopes and expectations of reduced injury to persons and vessels, through the adoption and dilige
compliance with the requirements of this code, will be fully justified.

Dol Cote.

P M McGRATH
Chief Executive
Australian Maritime Safety Authority
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION

This Code of Practice (hereinafter referred to as the '‘Code’) was developed initially by Australian
Offshore Services. This development was undertaken after approaches from the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority (AMSA), which had identified a need for such a Code to consider and address the
hazards and risks associated with offshore support vessel operations, and to identify those areas
where additional guidance would help to secure improvements in safety.

Responses were sought from other operators and interested parties to improve the coverage and
effectiveness of the final document.

This Code is issued to provide guidance to operators, managers/superintendents of offshore
installations, Masters and owners of offshore support vessels, so as to avoid or reduce to a minimum
the hazards which affect offshore vessels in their daily interface with both offshore and onshore
installations.

This document is not intended to conflict with or replace any existing legislation, contractual
obligations or guidance notes issued by regulatory bodies or trade associations. Where installation
operators issue their own safety or operating procedures, it is recommended that this Code be
incorporated.

This Code will be kept under review and it is intended to issue amendments from time to time as
circumstances dictate.

Various overseas codes of safe management and practice have been used as a guide in the
compilation of this Code. This Code reflects the particular requirements of the Australian offshore
industry.

DISCLAIMER

The use of this Code does not affect the responsibility of the ship operator to operate safely and to
observe statutory requirements, or of any person to exercise the normal duty of care.
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INTERPRETATION

The term "Offshore Manager" or “Offshore Installation Manager” (OIM) should be read as Manager,
Superintendent, Person In Charge, Master or other title given to the person in charge of the offshol
installation or rig.

The term "Operator” should be read as the representative of the Oil Company which holds the perm
area or operates the field where the work is taking place.

Where Masters and/or Managers/Superintendents are specified, this includes their nominate
representatives.

The term "Owner" should be read as the company that owns, manages or operates the support ves
concerned.

Where an Act is referred to, it is to be read as a Commonwealth Act unless specifically expressed t
be a ‘State’ Act.

The term ‘State’ as used herein includes the Northern Territory, and other Commonwealth
Territories as may be appropriate.

Unless expressed otherwise, the term Act includes the relevant regulations and orders made unc
the Act.

AMSA means the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.
OIM means Offshore Installation Manager.

PIC means Person In Charge.

SWL means Safe Working Load.

‘must’ means that the requirement is mandatory.
‘should’” means that the requirement is recommended.

‘may’ means that the requirement is optional.

Where a requirement is to comply with Marine Orders, it is to be understood that for vessels subjec
only to State jurisdiction, the reference is to the corresponding State requirements.
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1. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this Code are:

1.1 To promote safe work practices on offshore support vessels.

1.2 To increase awareness among vessel and installation crews of safe practice.

1.3 To improve safety in the interface between support vessels and installations.

1.4 To assist compliance with the content and the intention of the legislation and

regulations affecting safety in the workplace.

1.5 To provide a continually updated guide to safe work practices in the offshore support
vessel industry.

Version 3 1
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2.1

2.2

2.3

COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN CHARTERERS AND VESSEL
OWNERS/MASTERS

It is important that a direct line of communication is established between Owners and
Charterers, to enable all safety matters to be raised and, where appropriate, action
taken. Individuals should be nominated for this purpose. This direct line should not
replace the first line of offshore communication between the Master of the vessel and
the OIM but should complement it, where on-going safety issues cannot be resolved
or where other issues need to be resolved by Owners and Charterers.

Owners and Masters should be able to discuss any safety matter without fear of
recrimination or adverse repercussion. The provisions of IMO Resolution A443 (XI)
(quoted below) should be kept in mind. This Resolution, which is supported by the
Commonwealth, seeks to ensure that the Master is not constrained by the owner,
charterer or any other person, from taking any decision in respect of maritime safety
and the protection of the marine environment which, in the professional judgement
of the Master, is necessary.

Masters should ensure that all hazards or incidents affecting safety involving their
vessels are formally reported to the Charterer and Owner/Manager. Relevant Safety
Meeting Minutes may be forwarded to the Charterer (in accordance with the
Owner’s/Master’s in-house procedures and the requirements of the contract/charter
party) for all items having an effect on the Charterer's operation.

IMO Resolution A443(XI):

CONSIDERING that Maritime Safety and the protection of the marine environment
must be the ship master’s prime concern in all situations which may arise and that
economic and other pressures on the shipmaster shoud not at any time interfere with the
decisions he must take in that regard,

CONSIDERING FURTHER that the decisions on maritime safety and marine
environment protection by the shipmaster should not be unduly influenced by
instructions given by shipowners, charterers or others concerned,

INVITES Governments to take necessary steps to safeguard the shipmaster in the proper
discharge of his responsbilities in regard to maritime safety and the protection of the
marine enviroment by ensuring that:

(a) The shipmaster is not constrained by the shipowner, charterer or any other
person from taking in this respect any decision which, in the professional
judgement of the shipmaster, is necessary;

(b) The shipmaster is protected by appropriate provisions, including the right of
appeal, contained in, inter alia, national legislation, collective agreements or
contracts of employment, from unjustifiable dismissal or other unjustifiable
action by the shipowner, charterer or any other person as a consequence of the
proper exercise of his professional judgement.

Version 3
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3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.131

3.1.3.2

3.1.3.3

3.1.4

3.2
3.2.1

MANAGEMENT PLANS
SUPPORT VESSELS

SAFETY MANAGEMENT PLAN

Each Owner must have a Safety Management Plan which details the safety policy
and objectives of the Owner. It must set out the means by which the owner intends
to achieve the goals stated in the policy and objectives.

OPERATIONS MANUAL

The Safety Management Plan may provide for a separate company Operations
Manual or similar document that sets out in detail the various procedures that the
company expects to be followed as part of the safe operation of its vessels.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANUAL

The Safety Management Plan may provide for a separate company Emergency
Response Manual specifying action to be taken in the event of an emergency on each
vessel operated by the company.

All vessels working for an installation must have on board a copy of the installation
Emergency Response Manual so that Masters and crews are aware of their
responsibilities and any actions that may be required of them in an emergency.

Examples of emergencies that may be specifically addressed by the Emergency
Response Manual:

Fire or explosion

Failure of the structure of the vessel

Collision involving the vessel

An accident involving a helicopter

A death, serious injury or serious illness

Grounding or wreck

Cyclone, storm or severe weather affecting stability of the vessel.

Note: Vessels operating in WA are required to have a Cyclone Warning
Contingency Plan.
SHIPBOARD OIL POLLUTION EMERGENCY PLAN (SOPEP)

Each vessel must have a SOPEP approved by either AMSA or the relevant State
marine authority.

CHARTER PARTY

Each vessel must have on board a copy of the charter party prior to commencing
operations so that the Master and crew are aware of any special expectations that the
charterer may have of the vessel, and of their obligations to the charterer.

Version 3
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3.2.2 The Master must discuss with the owner and charterer any provisions of the charter
party that, in his or her opinion, may exceed the limitations or capabilities of the
vessel concerned to the extent that safety may be compromised.

4 Version 3
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4.1

4.2

4.3

APPLICATION

This Code applies to all vessels engaged in the carriage of cargo, in towing and in
anchor handling operations related to offshore operations in the Australian Exclusive
Economic Zone, irrespective of flag or ownership.

This Code also applies to all Australian vessels engaged in the carriage of cargo, in
towing, and in anchor handling operations related to offshore operations irrespective
of location.

EQUIVALENT STANDARDS

It is recognized that from time to time a Charterer may require the use of a Code
other than the Australian Code. In these circumstances, such a Code will be assessed
by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and may be deemed equivalent to the
Australian Code. Where it is determined that the other Code is not equivalent, the
Australian Code will prevail.

Version 3
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5.1

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY PROVISIONS

RELEVANT STATUTORY PROVISIONS

Ships operating within Australian Waters must comply with:
Navigation Act 1912 and Marine Orders
Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Act 1993
Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Regulations
Seafarers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1992
State Acts and Regulations relating to State waters

International Convention on Standard of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping (STCW)

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(MARPOL 73/78)

Marine Notices

Rigs/Offshore platforms operating within Australian waters must comply with:
Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1967

Note Not all of the above are applicable at all times, mariners must take care to
ensure they comply at all times with the applicable statutory provisions. Rigs
when on transit from one site to another are considered to be ships.

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH HEALTH AND SAFETY LEGISLATION

GENERAL

Offshore supply vessels are subject at all times to occupational health and safety
(OHS) legislation as follows:

Vessels to which the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act apply are subject to
the OHS provisions of that Act

Vessels to which Part Il of the Navigation Act applies or which are declared
under section 8A of that Act must comply with the OHS (Maritime Industry)
Act when the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act does not apply to them

Other vessels are subject to the OHS legislation of the relevant State.

THE PETROLEUM (SUBMERGED LANDS) ACT OHS PROVISIONS ALSO
APPLY TO:
Offshore installations and any activities on them;

Certain activities carried out in connection with offshore installations, whether
carried out from the installation or from a vessel, including:
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inspection alteration

testing repair

loading maintenance
unloading cleaning
fuelling demolition
construction dismantling
reconstruction diving operations

and any activities immediately preparatory to any of these activities. This applies
regardless of the flag state of the vessel from which an activity is carried out.
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2

ROLE OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY

AMSA is responsible for marine safety, including the seaworthiness of ships and
matters concerning their construction and stability, equipment, carriage of dangerous
goods, navigational safety, safe manning and certification, the prevention of
pollution, and the health, safety and welfare of seafarers.

Marine surveyors of AMSA enforce maritime and shipping legislation and
administer international marine safety conventions, together with related codes of
practice. They are responsible for:

the survey and certification of safety equipment on ships;

in some cases, the survey of ships' structures;

investigating shipping casualties and accidents to crew;

inspecting crew accommodation and related matters;

inspecting arrangements on ships for dealing with the prevention of pollution;
random general safety inspections of ships, both Australian and foreign;

random inspections of the condition, loading and storage on ships of packaged
dangerous goods, including tank containers and motor tank vehicles;

inspecting ship board operational arrangements for the loading and unloading
of oil/chemical/gas tankers and offshore support vessels;

inspecting arrangements relating to the occupational health and safety of
seafarers;

safe manning and the certification of crews;
assessment of codes for equivalence.

STATE MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITIES

Where the areas of operation of offshore support vessels are totally intra-state,
owners may choose to comply with either the Commonwealth or the relevant State
Acts and Regulations for vessels associated with those State waters. Each State
Maritime Authority fulfils a similar role and function within the State as AMSA does
for the Commonwealth. Owners should verify the extent of the relevant State
Authority’s interest with that Authority when operating within that State jurisdiction.
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7.1

7.2

7.3

RESPONSIBILITIES

Owners, operators and Masters of vessels are responsible for the safety of their crews
and vessels at all times. The Master has the authority to decide whether any
operation affecting the vessel should proceed or terminate, and should question any
instructions from installation or quayside personnel which may create a hazard to the
crew or vessel.

In general, vessels are prohibited from entering the 500 metres zone around an
installation. Support vessels are allowed to enter but should only do so after
consultation with the installation, to ensure that they do not endanger any other
operations being carried out. OIMs should demand the modification or termination of
any support vessel activity which they regard as hazardous.

It is the responsibility of all persons on a vessel working in the offshore industry:

not to do anything likely to endanger the safety, health or welfare of
themselves or other persons on or near the vessel or to render unsafe any
equipment used on or near the vessel;

to co-operate with the employer and any other persons on whom a duty or
requirement is imposed so far as is necessary to enable that duty or requirement
to be performed or complied with;

to report immediately to the appropriate responsible person any defect in any
equipment which appears likely to endanger the safety, health or welfare of
persons on or near the vessel or the safety of the vessel and any equipment
used with it.
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8. FATIGUE & REST

8.1 Fatigue is a hazard to personnel within the offshore industry and a threat to offshore
safety. In view of this and to minimize the possibility of fatigue the following should
be taken into account:

the necessity for onboard relief for Master and crew in case of prolonged
operations;

the effects of bad weather during offshore operations;

the level of onboard automation (bridge; E/R; deck machinery);

the need for proper onboard victualling arrangements;

voyage patterns and repairs/husbandry support;

crew training and competence;

the nature and extent of the work to be undertaken including special needs of
the installation.

8.2 The OIM and Master should discuss the intended operation, taking into consideration
the expected period of work and the prevailing conditions so as to minimise, as far as
possible, the problem of fatigue and to ensure the Master and crew have adequate
rest periods.
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