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FOREWORD

The Offshore Industry is one where danger lurks at every turn, where, in addition to the normal
hazards of the sea, operations are carried out which would not be contemplated on the normal
merchant ship.

I thank those in the industry who have played some part in preparing this Code, and believe that their
hopes and expectations of reduced injury to persons and vessels, through the adoption and diligent
compliance with the requirements of this code, will be fully justified.

P M McGRATH
Chief Executive
Australian Maritime Safety Authority
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND INTRODUCTION

This Code of Practice (hereinafter referred to as the 'Code') was developed initially by Australian
Offshore Services.  This development was undertaken after approaches from the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority (AMSA), which had identified a need for such a Code to consider and address the
hazards and risks associated with offshore support vessel operations, and to identify those areas
where additional guidance would help to secure improvements in safety.

Responses were sought from other operators and interested parties to improve the coverage and
effectiveness of the final document.

This Code is issued to provide guidance to operators, managers/superintendents of offshore
installations, Masters and owners of offshore support vessels, so as to avoid or reduce to a minimum
the hazards which affect offshore vessels in their daily interface with both offshore and onshore
installations.

This document is not intended to conflict with or replace any existing legislation, contractual
obligations or guidance notes issued by regulatory bodies or trade associations.  Where installation
operators issue their own safety or operating procedures, it is recommended that this Code be
incorporated.

This Code will be kept under review and it is intended to issue amendments from time to time as
circumstances dictate.

Various overseas codes of safe management and practice have been used as a guide in the
compilation of this Code.  This Code reflects the particular requirements of the Australian offshore
industry.

DISCLAIMER

The use of this Code does not affect the responsibility of the ship operator to operate safely and to
observe statutory requirements, or of any person to exercise the normal duty of care.
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INTERPRETATION

The term "Offshore Manager" or “Offshore Installation Manager” (OIM) should be read as Manager,
Superintendent, Person In Charge, Master or other title given to the person in charge of the offshore
installation or rig.

The term "Operator" should be read as the representative of the Oil Company which holds the permit
area or operates the field where the work is taking place.

Where Masters and/or Managers/Superintendents are specified, this includes their nominated
representatives.

The term "Owner" should be read as the company that owns, manages or operates the support vessel
concerned.

Where an Act is referred to, it is to be read as a Commonwealth Act unless specifically expressed to
be a ‘State’ Act.

The term ‘State’ as used herein includes the Northern Territory, and other Commonwealth
Territories as may be appropriate.

Unless expressed otherwise, the term Act includes the relevant regulations and orders made under
the Act.

AMSA means the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

OIM means Offshore Installation Manager.

PIC means Person In Charge.

SWL means Safe Working Load.

‘must’ means that the requirement is mandatory.

‘should’ means that the requirement is recommended.

‘may’ means that the requirement is optional.

Where a requirement is to comply with Marine Orders, it is to be understood that for vessels subject
only to State jurisdiction, the reference is to the corresponding State requirements.
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1. OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this Code are: 

1.1 To promote safe work practices on offshore support vessels. 

1.2 To increase awareness among vessel and installation crews of safe practice. 

1.3 To improve safety in the interface between support vessels and installations. 

1.4 To assist compliance with the content and the intention of the legislation and 
regulations affecting safety in the workplace. 

1.5 To provide a continually updated guide to safe work practices in the offshore support 
vessel industry. 
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2. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN CHARTERERS AND VESSEL 
OWNERS/MASTERS 

2.1 It is important that a direct line of communication is established between Owners and 
Charterers, to enable all safety matters to be raised and, where appropriate, action 
taken.  Individuals should be nominated for this purpose.  This direct line should not 
replace the first line of offshore communication between the Master of the vessel and 
the OIM but should complement it, where on-going safety issues cannot be resolved 
or where other issues need to be resolved by Owners and Charterers. 

2.2 Owners and Masters should be able to discuss any safety matter without fear of 
recrimination or adverse repercussion.  The provisions of IMO Resolution A443 (XI) 
(quoted below) should be kept in mind.  This Resolution, which is supported by the 
Commonwealth, seeks to ensure that the Master is not constrained by the owner, 
charterer or any other person, from taking any decision in respect of maritime safety 
and the protection of the marine environment which, in the professional judgement 
of the Master, is necessary. 

2.3 Masters should ensure that all hazards or incidents affecting safety involving their 
vessels are formally reported to the Charterer and Owner/Manager.  Relevant Safety 
Meeting Minutes may be forwarded to the Charterer (in accordance with the 
Owner’s/Master’s in-house procedures and the requirements of the contract/charter 
party) for all items having an effect on the Charterer's operation. 

IMO Resolution A443(XI): 
CONSIDERING that Maritime Safety and the protection of the marine environment 
must be the ship master’s prime concern in all situations which may arise and that 
economic and other pressures on the shipmaster shoud not at any time interfere with the 
decisions he must take in that regard, 
CONSIDERING FURTHER that the decisions on maritime safety and marine 
environment protection by the shipmaster should not be unduly influenced by 
instructions given by shipowners, charterers or others concerned, 
INVITES Governments to take necessary steps to safeguard the shipmaster in the proper 
discharge of his responsbilities in regard to maritime safety and the protection of the 
marine enviroment by ensuring that: 
(a) The shipmaster is not constrained by the shipowner, charterer or any other 

person from taking in this respect any decision which, in the professional 
judgement of the shipmaster, is necessary; 

(b) The shipmaster is protected by appropriate provisions, including the right of 
appeal, contained in, inter alia, national legislation, collective agreements or 
contracts of employment, from unjustifiable dismissal or other unjustifiable 
action by the shipowner, charterer or any other person as a consequence of the 
proper exercise of his professional judgement. 
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3. MANAGEMENT PLANS 

3.1 SUPPORT VESSELS 

3.1.1 SAFETY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Each Owner must have a Safety Management Plan which details the safety policy 
and objectives of the Owner.  It must set out the means by which the owner intends 
to achieve the goals stated in the policy and objectives. 

3.1.2 OPERATIONS MANUAL 

The Safety Management Plan may provide for a separate company Operations 
Manual or similar document that sets out in detail the various procedures that the 
company expects to be followed as part of the safe operation of its vessels. 

3.1.3 EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANUAL 

3.1.3.1 The Safety Management Plan may provide for a separate company Emergency 
Response Manual specifying action to be taken in the event of an emergency on each 
vessel operated by the company. 

3.1.3.2 All vessels working for an installation must have on board a copy of the installation 
Emergency Response Manual so that Masters and crews are aware of their 
responsibilities and any actions that may be required of them in an emergency. 

3.1.3.3 Examples of emergencies that may be specifically addressed by the Emergency 
Response Manual: 

Fire or explosion 
Failure of the structure of the vessel 
Collision involving the vessel 
An accident involving a helicopter 
A death, serious injury or serious illness 
Grounding or wreck 
Cyclone, storm or severe weather affecting stability of the vessel. 

Note:  Vessels operating in WA are required to have a Cyclone Warning 
Contingency Plan. 

3.1.4 SHIPBOARD OIL POLLUTION EMERGENCY PLAN (SOPEP) 

Each vessel must have a SOPEP approved by either AMSA or the relevant State 
marine authority. 

3.2 CHARTER PARTY 

3.2.1 Each vessel must have on board a copy of the charter party prior to commencing 
operations so that the Master and crew are aware of any special expectations that the 
charterer may have of the vessel, and of their obligations to the charterer. 
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3.2.2 The Master must discuss with the owner and charterer any provisions of the charter 
party that, in his or her opinion, may exceed the limitations or capabilities of the 
vessel concerned to the extent that safety may be compromised. 
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4. APPLICATION 

4.1 This Code applies to all vessels engaged in the carriage of cargo, in towing and in 
anchor handling operations related to offshore operations in the Australian Exclusive 
Economic Zone, irrespective of flag or ownership. 

4.2 This Code also applies to all Australian vessels engaged in the carriage of cargo, in 
towing, and in anchor handling operations related to offshore operations irrespective 
of location. 

4.3 EQUIVALENT STANDARDS 

It is recognized that from time to time a Charterer may require the use of a Code 
other than the Australian Code.  In these circumstances, such a Code will be assessed 
by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and may be deemed equivalent to the 
Australian Code.  Where it is determined that the other Code is not equivalent, the 
Australian Code will prevail. 
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5. COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

5.1  RELEVANT STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

Ships operating within Australian Waters must comply with: 
Navigation Act 1912 and Marine Orders 
Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Act 1993 
Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Regulations 
Seafarers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1992 
State Acts and Regulations relating to State waters 
International Convention on Standard of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping (STCW) 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL 73/78) 
Marine Notices 

Rigs/Offshore platforms operating within Australian waters must comply with: 
Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1967 

Note Not all of the above are applicable at all times, mariners must take care to 
ensure they comply at all times with the applicable statutory provisions.  Rigs 
when on transit from one site to another are considered to be ships. 

5.2 STATE AND COMMONWEALTH HEALTH AND SAFETY LEGISLATION 

5.2.1 GENERAL 

Offshore supply vessels are subject at all times to occupational health and safety 
(OHS) legislation as follows: 

Vessels to which the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act apply are subject to 
the OHS provisions of that Act 
Vessels to which Part II of the Navigation Act applies or which are declared 
under section 8A of that Act must comply with the OHS (Maritime Industry) 
Act when the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act does not apply to them 
Other vessels are subject to the OHS legislation of the relevant State. 

5.2.2 THE PETROLEUM (SUBMERGED LANDS) ACT OHS PROVISIONS ALSO 
APPLY TO: 

Offshore installations and any activities on them; 

Certain activities carried out in connection with offshore installations, whether 
carried out from the installation or from a vessel, including: 
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inspection alteration 

testing repair 

loading maintenance 

unloading cleaning 

fuelling demolition 

construction dismantling 

reconstruction diving operations 

 

and any activities immediately preparatory to any of these activities.  This applies 
regardless of the flag state of the vessel from which an activity is carried out. 
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6. ROLE OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY 

6.1 AUSTRALIAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY 

6.1.1 AMSA is responsible for marine safety, including the seaworthiness of ships and 
matters concerning their construction and stability, equipment, carriage of dangerous 
goods, navigational safety, safe manning and certification, the prevention of 
pollution, and the health, safety and welfare of seafarers. 

6.1.2 Marine surveyors of AMSA enforce maritime and shipping legislation and 
administer international marine safety conventions, together with related codes of 
practice.  They are responsible for: 

the survey and certification of safety equipment on ships; 
in some cases, the survey of ships' structures; 
investigating shipping casualties and accidents to crew; 
inspecting crew accommodation and related matters; 
inspecting arrangements on ships for dealing with the prevention of pollution; 
random general safety inspections of ships, both Australian and foreign; 
random inspections of the condition, loading and storage on ships of packaged 
dangerous goods, including tank containers and motor tank vehicles; 
inspecting ship board operational arrangements for the loading and unloading 
of oil/chemical/gas tankers and offshore support vessels; 
inspecting arrangements relating to the occupational health and safety of 
seafarers; 
safe manning and the certification of crews; 
assessment of codes for equivalence. 

6.2 STATE MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITIES 

Where the areas of operation of offshore support vessels are totally intra-state, 
owners may choose to comply with either the Commonwealth or the relevant State 
Acts and Regulations for vessels associated with those State waters.  Each State 
Maritime Authority fulfils a similar role and function within the State as AMSA does 
for the Commonwealth.  Owners should verify the extent of the relevant State 
Authority’s interest with that Authority when operating within that State jurisdiction. 
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7. RESPONSIBILITIES 

7.1 Owners, operators and Masters of vessels are responsible for the safety of their crews 
and vessels at all times.  The Master has the authority to decide whether any 
operation affecting the vessel should proceed or terminate, and should question any 
instructions from installation or quayside personnel which may create a hazard to the 
crew or vessel. 

7.2 In general, vessels are prohibited from entering the 500 metres zone around an 
installation.  Support vessels are allowed to enter but should only do so after 
consultation with the installation, to ensure that they do not endanger any other 
operations being carried out. OIMs should demand the modification or termination of 
any support vessel activity which they regard as hazardous. 

7.3 It is the responsibility of all persons on a vessel working in the offshore industry: 
not to do anything likely to endanger the safety, health or welfare of 
themselves or other persons on or near the vessel or to render unsafe any 
equipment used on or near the vessel; 
to co-operate with the employer and any other persons on whom a duty or 
requirement is imposed so far as is necessary to enable that duty or requirement 
to be performed or complied with; 
to report immediately to the appropriate responsible person any defect in any 
equipment which appears likely to endanger the safety, health or welfare of 
persons on or near the vessel or the safety of the vessel and any equipment 
used with it. 
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8. FATIGUE & REST 

8.1 Fatigue is a hazard to personnel within the offshore industry and a threat to offshore 
safety.  In view of this and to minimize the possibility of fatigue the following should 
be taken into account: 

the necessity for onboard relief for Master and crew in case of prolonged 
operations; 
the effects of bad weather during offshore operations; 
the level of onboard automation (bridge; E/R; deck machinery); 
the need for proper onboard victualling arrangements; 
voyage patterns and repairs/husbandry support; 
crew training and competence; 
the nature and extent of the work to be undertaken including special needs of 
the installation. 

8.2 The OIM and Master should discuss the intended operation, taking into consideration 
the expected period of work and the prevailing conditions so as to minimise, as far as 
possible, the problem of fatigue and to ensure the Master and crew have adequate 
rest periods. 
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