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To whom it may concern,
The Department of Fisheries Western Australia, Rock Lobster Research
Section would like to submit a request in relation to the ‘National System for
Domestic Vessel Safety – Streamlining Concepts’ meeting held at The Esplanade,
Fremantle on the 20th May 2014. Specifically to develop additional ‘safe havens’
along the Western Australian coast. Most importantly for our work are the sheltered
and economically important Houtman Abrolhos Islands (Abrolhos).
Located approximately 60km off Geraldton, the Abrolhos is a chain of 122 low lying
islands containing multiple shallow, protected lagoons. The Abrolhos is surrounded
by WA State Territorial Waters for a distance of three nautical miles from the
established state territorial seas baseline as defined under section 7 of the Seas and
Submerged Lands Act 1973.
We submit, for consideration that entire island chain from North Island to the
Pelsaert Group be assessed for suitability as “safe haven”. This would then allow the
operation of smaller ‘C Class’ vessels which are necessary for working in the shallow
coral environments. The requested area contains numerous maintained public
moorings, navigation markers and safe approaches (Fig. 1). There are also VHF
radio repeater stations and three operational airstrips in the island chain.
It is also requested that the Montebello Islands in the north of the state and the
Recherche Archipelago be given consideration for “safe haven” classification. The
research division of the Fisheries Department of Western Australia carries out a wide
variety of sampling and monitoring work that is often safer to perform off smaller C
class vessels and these proposed changes would simplify and reduce the cost this
publicly/industry funded work.
Thank you for your consideration of this submission I look forward to receiving your
feedback.
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Figure 1 – Houtman Abrolhos Islands
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