Domestic Commercial Vessel Safety { streamlining review }
From Bunbury Boat Cruises
Sue Baskott and Henry Doyle
PO Box 9168
Picton 6229 W.A.
To whom it may concern,
Bunbury Boat Cruises, Baskott and Doyle have attended your AMSA streamlining
consultation sessions in Fremantle and Bunbury.
Our questions are in regards to firstly operational areas and also permits to operate.
Bunbury two E class operational areas separated by a small 1C area, the first area is
Casuarina Harbour and part of Koombana Bay, this area is South West of the line
drawn between McKenna Point and the old Bunbury power house site, No. 1 groyne.
the second is the Leschenault estuary with its only entry being The Cut, positioned
point eight of a nautical mile North East from the power station No. 1 groyne.
Bunbury Boat Cruises have operated the vessel Lady Sammy J, M. & H. 5293 in this
area for a number of years doing tours taking in Koombana Bay, Leschenault
Estuary and the Collie River.
As there are no moorings, Berthing or boating facilities in the Leschenault area we
have to operate under a permit from Casuarina Harbour.
Bunbury is at the beginning of a new water front project with proposed new marina’s,
boat maintenance facilities and tourist attractions, and we feel that with this
coinciding with the new National System for Domestic Commercial Safety and
streamlining concepts it would be a great opportunity to review the water way class
1C laying between McKenna Point and the Leschenault Estuary entrance, Cut.
We along with excising operators feel we are extremely disadvantaged by this small
section of Class 1C water area, Especially when before the construction of the new
inner harbour access to the Leschenault Estuary could be gained through the
Leschenault Inlet. Bunbury does not have a thriving tourism industry that would give
us access to the sums of money required for upgrading our vessel and maintaining
them to 1C class.
Our second point of interest is permits to operate.
In the past operators have been able to obtain permits through the Department of
Transport for a period of up to twelve months, we have been informed by D.O.T. that
they are no longer able to issue permits longer than three months. If we do have to
operate under four permits to cover a year this is four time the cost and
administration time. If a permit is required is it possible to have one permit, one cost,
etc for the year. When viewing the plan for Bunbury Smooth Waters posted on the
Department of Transport web site I believe the scale in kilometres at the bottom of
the page is incorrect and needs changing, I have included a copy of this page as a
file with this email.
We hope you give these matters some consideration and look forward to hearing
from you in the future.
Yours Sincerely
Bunbury Boat Cruises
Sue Baskott & Henry Doyle

