

  
    


  

    
      Skip to main content
    

        

    
  
    
              
          
        
      

              
          
            
            
            
          
        
        
          


          
        
                            
      

      


  
  
    
    

      
  
  	Search and rescue

	Find a service

	Find a form

	Media Centre

	Contact us






  


  
    
                
    

      
  
  	Home

	Qualifications & training
      
	Domestic qualifications

	International qualifications

	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition

	National Plan training

	Online learning

	Safety and navigation training

	Sea service and task books

	Seafarer certification guidance documents

	Training organisations



	Vessels & operators
      
	Incident reporting

	Seafarer welfare

	Domestic commercial vessels

	Ship registration

	Cargoes and dangerous goods

	Flag State administration

	Port State control

	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)



	Safety & navigation
      
	Distress beacons

	Search and rescue

	Navigation systems

	Navigating coastal waters

	Spatial data

	Safety equipment



	Marine environment
      
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

	Maritime casualty response

	Incidents and exercises

	Pollution response

	Air pollution

	Marine pollution



	News & community
      
	News and media releases

	Newsletters

	Consultations

	Social media

	Events

	Campaigns



	About
      
	Who we are

	Who we work with

	Careers

	Corporate publications

	Fees, levies, and payments

	Regulations and standards

	Reporting and accountability

	Contact us










        I am a...

    
  	Surveyor of domestic vessels
	Vessel owner and operator
	Commercial fisher
	Domestic seafarer or crew
	International crew
	Coastal pilot
	Not you? See more...





      
  
  	Search and rescue

	Find a service

	Find a form

	Media Centre

	Contact us








      
  
  	Home
	Qualifications & training	Domestic qualifications	Deck
	Engineer
	Dual
	Sailing master
	Training organisations for domestic qualifications
	Completing your domestic application
	Manage your domestic certificate


	International qualifications	Basic safety training
	Ratings
	Engineer
	Deck
	Master
	Cook
	Training organisations for international qualifications
	Courses for international qualifications
	Managing international certificates
	Fishing and sailing vessels
	Global maritime distress and safety systems
	Yachting qualifications
	Career pathways
	Exemptions


	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition	Equivalent qualifications for domestic certificates
	New Zealand domestic equivalence
	Certificates of recognition and equivalence for international certificates
	New Zealand international equivalence
	Royal Australian Navy international equivalence


	National Plan training	Training for responders
	AMSA as a registered training organisation


	Online learning	Online learning
	Our courses


	Safety and navigation training	Cargoes and dangerous goods training
	Coastal pilotage training


	Sea service and task books	Proof of identity
	Task books for domestic qualifications
	Sea service for domestic qualifications
	Sea service for international qualifications
	Sea service books for international qualifications


	Seafarer certification guidance documents	Quick-reference guidance documents


	Training organisations	Domestic certification training
	International certification training




	Vessels & operators	Incident reporting	Reporting an incident
	About marine incident reporting
	Marine incident reports
	Safety lessons from vessel incidents


	Seafarer welfare	Maritime Labour Convention guidance
	Seafarer welfare guidance
	Seafarer safety
	Safety publications and guidance
	Coronavirus (COVID-19)
	Safety programs
	Seafarer welfare


	Domestic commercial vessels	What is a domestic commercial vessel?
	Operations
	Operational safety
	Surveys
	Inspections
	Compliance
	Marine surveyors manual
	National system state transitions


	Ship registration	Register, transfer, update or close a registration
	Submit a notice of intention to register a vessel
	Information about vessel registrations
	Find out about a vessel
	Pleasure craft and fishing boats
	Brokers and agents


	Cargoes and dangerous goods	Regulations and standards for cargoes and dangerous goods
	Transporting livestock
	Container and cargo safety


	Flag State administration	Flag state administration in Australia
	Regulated Australian vessels


	Port State control	About Port State control in Australia
	Port State control inspections
	Common port State control deficiencies
	Port State control annual reports
	Ship detentions
	Port State control


	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)	About the NSCV
	Design and construction
	Equipment
	Special vessels
	Novel vessels
	Non-survey vessels
	Other information




	Safety & navigation	Distress beacons	Changes to EPIRB laws for domestic commercial vessels
	Register your beacon and find out more
	Maritime mobile service identity information


	Search and rescue	Preparing for a trip
	Search and rescue in Australia
	Our search and rescue equipment
	International and regional search and rescue
	Past search and rescue incidents


	Navigation systems	Aids to navigation
	Lighthouses
	Systems for maritime safety and distress
	Electronic chart navigation
	Ship tracking and reporting systems
	Automatic identification system


	Navigating coastal waters	Coastal pilots
	Pilot advisory notes
	Vessel traffic services
	Particularly sensitive sea areas
	Commercial fishing
	Offshore activities


	Spatial data	Maps and geographic data


	Safety equipment	Lifejackets
	Rescue boats
	Safety equipment




	Marine environment	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies	About the National Plan
	National Plan supporting documents
	National Plan annual reports


	Maritime casualty response	Maritime casualty management
	Complex maritime emergencies


	Incidents and exercises	Incidents
	Exercises
	Historical pollution and casualty incidents


	Pollution response	Pollution investigation
	Response resources
	Response tools and capabilities
	Pollution science technical references
	Pollution response


	Air pollution	Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) Emissions
	Greenhouse gas emissions
	Sydney Harbour cruise ship emissions
	Low sulphur fuel regulations
	Fuel oil suppliers


	Marine pollution	The polluting effect of containers
	Pollution reporting
	MARPOL discharges
	MARPOL Convention
	Vessel waste management
	Regulations and standards




	News & community	News and media releases

	Newsletters	AMSA update
	Maritime Safety Awareness Bulletins
	Working Boats magazine
	Survey Matters
	National Plan—On Scene newsletters
	Vessel traffic services newsletters
	Subscribe
	Newsletters


	Consultations	Open consultations
	Closed consultations 2023/2024
	Closed consultations (2016 to 2022)


	Social media	AMSA on social media


	Events	Current and upcoming events
	Past events
	Industry awards


	Campaigns	Marine Order 504—changes to operational safety requirements
	Women in maritime
	Watertight and weathertight integrity for ships visiting Australian ports
	New Marine Order 505 - domestic certificates of competency
	Construction barge safety
	Tender safety
	People in maritime
	Dory safety campaign




	About	Who we are	Our priorities
	Organisation structure
	Our Board
	Legislation
	Office locations


	Who we work with	Committees and groups
	International engagement
	Building capacity in the maritime industry
	Memoranda of understanding
	Interagency agreements
	Intergovernmental agreements
	Who we work with


	Careers
	Corporate publications	Annual reports
	Annual regulatory plans
	Corporate plans
	Modern slavery statements
	Publication order forms
	Strategic documents
	Regulator performance framework reports
	Superseded compliance documents
	Workforce publications
	Corporate publications


	Fees, levies, and payments	Overview
	Domestic commercial vessel safety fees
	Marine levies
	Cost recovery implementation statements


	Regulations and standards	The national law and regulations
	Marine orders
	National law exemptions
	Standards and generic equivalent solutions
	Marine notices
	What are marine orders
	Regulations and standards


	Reporting and accountability	Body worn cameras
	Requesting information from us
	File lists and mandatory reporting
	Confidential reporting
	Procurement


	Contact us







  

          

  


  
    
      
  
          
                  
            Keyword search          
                        
          
        

              

        
         
      Apply
    

      





    

          
    

      
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  





      
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



  


  



      
        
    

      
  
  	Home

	Qualifications & training
      
	Domestic qualifications

	International qualifications

	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition

	National Plan training

	Online learning

	Safety and navigation training

	Sea service and task books

	Seafarer certification guidance documents

	Training organisations



	Vessels & operators
      
	Incident reporting

	Seafarer welfare

	Domestic commercial vessels

	Ship registration

	Cargoes and dangerous goods

	Flag State administration

	Port State control

	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)



	Safety & navigation
      
	Distress beacons

	Search and rescue

	Navigation systems

	Navigating coastal waters

	Spatial data

	Safety equipment



	Marine environment
      
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

	Maritime casualty response

	Incidents and exercises

	Pollution response

	Air pollution

	Marine pollution



	News & community
      
	News and media releases

	Newsletters

	Consultations

	Social media

	Events

	Campaigns



	About
      
	Who we are

	Who we work with

	Careers

	Corporate publications

	Fees, levies, and payments

	Regulations and standards

	Reporting and accountability

	Contact us










        I am a...

    
  	Surveyor of domestic vessels
	Vessel owner and operator
	Commercial fisher
	Domestic seafarer or crew
	International crew
	Coastal pilot
	Not you? See more...



  

      
  
  
              Print        	Home
	Marine environment
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

        

              National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

        
                                                                                    
    

      
  

  
  The National Plan sets out national arrangements, policies and principles for responding to maritime emergencies. This is how federal, state and territory response capabilities work together.
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Read the National Plan and supporting documents to find out how it works in practice to coordinate federal, state and territory responders.
        
      

    
  	  
          
National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies


The National Plan principles are to protect the community, environment and maritime industries,...
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2023 National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies review


The review of the National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies (the National Plan) began in...
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Implementation and application of the National Plan


The National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies (the National Plan) sets out national...
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History of the National Plan


On 1 October 1973, the National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies (National Plan) came...
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National Plan governance and management


The National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies (National Plan) is managed under...
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Risk reports


The National Plan uses a risk based approach to reduce the impact of maritime environment...
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      National Plan supporting documents
Find out how the National Plan works in practice. Read related policies, guidance and advisory information.
        
      

    
  	  
          
Index of supporting documents for the National Plan


An index to guide you through the supporting documents for the National Plan.
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NP–POL–001: National Plan role of technical advisors


 This policy describes the roles and responsibilities of the technical advisors within the National...
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NP–POL–002: National Plan national response team policy


This document sets out how the National Response Team (NRT) will be maintained, managed and...
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NP-GUI-009: Joint Investigations Guidance


This Guidance outlines the recommended practice for investigating pollution incidents, including...
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 NP-GUI-010: National Plan maritime casualty management guidance
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NP–POL–003: National Plan incident management system
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NP–POL–004: National Plan register of oil spill control agents for maritime response use
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NP–POL–005: National Plan air attack supervisors and aerial observers
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NP–GUI–001: Deployment of National Plan equipment
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NP-GUI-001A: Use of National Plan equipment by states and the Northern Territory
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NP–GUI–002: National Plan induction of the national response team
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NP–GUI–003: Accessing National Plan support arrangements
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NP-GUI-004: National Plan learning from pollution incidents and exercises
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NP–GUI–005: Deployment of the National Plan response team


 The considerations and processes used to deploy National Response Team, National Response Support...
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NP–GUI–006: National Plan AMOSC activation
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NP–GUI–007: National Plan coordination of international incidents: notification arrangements guidance
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NP-GUI-008: National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies claims management guidelines
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NP-GUI-012: National Plan technical guidelines for preparing contingency plans for marine and coastal facilities


 Clear technical guidance to the operators of marine and coastal facilities for the preparation of...
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NP-GUI-013: National Plan oil spill dispersant effectiveness field test kit operational guide


Instructions to operators on how to undertake an effective test of possible dispersants.
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NP-GUI-015: National Plan management and disposal of oil spill debris
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NP-GUI-016: National Plan maritime discharges of oil and oily water during emergency and response situations
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NP–GUI–017: National Plan activation of the fixed wing aerial dispersant capability


Guidance for the AMSA Duty Officer responsible for either placing on standby or activating the...
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NP–GUI–018: National Plan national maritime places of refuge risk assessment guidance
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NP-GUI-019: Conduct of National Plan exercises


Access the Emergency Management Handbooks and Manuals. 
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Obtaining approval to use an oil spill control agent at sea or on a shoreline


Under the National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies, only those OSCAs listed on the OSCA...
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NP-GUI-020: National Plan Australian Government coordination arrangements for maritime environmental emergencies


 



Read more


  

	  
          
NP–GUI–023: National Plan coordination of cross-border incidents


 This guidance may be used where an incident impacts, or is likely to impact, upon the interests of...
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NP–GUI–024: National Plan demobilisation of equipment
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NP–GUI–025: National Plan response, assessment and termination of cleaning for oil contaminated foreshores
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NP–ADV–001: National Plan volunteer management


 An advisory to assist jurisdictions prepare for the possibility that significant numbers of the...
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NP-GUI-026: Aide-memoire for Marine Pollution Response
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NP–GUI–027: Marine oil spill response health and safety guidance


Guidance on how to address workplace health and safety during an oil spill response, in a...



Read more


  

	  
          
NP–ADV–002: Communication plan for the National Plan
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      National Plan annual reports
Read annual reports for Australia's National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies.
        
      

    
  	  
          
National Plan year in review—2015–2016


The 2015-16 year has been yet another busy period for National Plan stakeholders. In July 2015 an...
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National Plan year in review—2014–2015


The 2014-15 year has been a busy one, with a focus on the development and implementation of...
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National Plan year in review—2013–2014


The 2013-14 year was noteworthy with the endorsement of the new National Plan for Maritime...
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National Plan year in review—2012–2013


Whilst there were no major pollution incidents during the 2012-13 financial year, in July 2012 we...
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Report on the 2012 review of the National Plan


This Report on the 2012 review of the National Plan to combat pollution of the sea outlines the...
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National Plan annual report—2011–2012


The 2011-12 financial year was another busy period for the National Plan, with two significant...
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National Plan annual report—2010–2011


After a number of extraordinary years which saw the National Plan responding to the Pacific...
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National Plan annual report—2009–2010


2009-10 was an extraordinary year in the history of Australia’s National Plan. The response to the...
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National Plan annual report—2008–2009


During 2008-2009, there were two major shipping incidents in Australian waters – the grounding of...
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National Plan annual report—2007–2008


The National Plan has had a relatively quiet year in terms of spill response, but a rather busy...
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National Plan annual report—2006–2007


During 2006-2007, there was one major shipping incident in Australian waters – the Pasha Bulker...
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National Plan annual report—2005–2006


During the reporting period, there was one major ship-sourced marine pollution incident in...
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National Plan annual report—2004–2005


The National Plan is operating in a low incident environment both within Australia and also...
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National Plan annual report—2003–2004


This year has seen a consolidation for the National Plan. The Intergovernmental Agreement is now...
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National Plan annual report—2002–2003


The year has been a period of consolidation for the National Plan. 
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National Plan annual report—2001–2002


No major spills of oil or other substances occurred in Australian waters during the year. 
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Report on the 2000 review of the National Plan


Report on the 2000 review of the National Plan to combat pollution of the sea by oil and other...
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National Plan annual report—2000–2001


The National Plan remained active during 2000–2001. Although there were no major spills, the...
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  	General contact
1800 627 484
Monday to Friday
8 am to 5 pm
amsaconnect@amsa.gov.au
Outside of Australia
+61 2 6279 5000
Beacons enquiries
1800 406 406
Monday to Friday
9 am to 5 pm
Address
82 Northbourne Avenue
Braddon ACT 2612
Australia
	Emergencies
If you have an emergency
in Australia
dial 000 or 112 (satellite phone)
For search and rescue
services call our 24-hour contact numbers:
Maritime
+61 2 6230 6811
Aviation
+61 2 6230 6899

More contact details
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