

  
    


  

    
      Skip to main content
    

        

  
    
              
          [image: Home]
        
      

              
          
            
            
            
          
        
        
          


          
        
                            
      

      


  
  
    
    

      
  
  	Search and rescue

	Find a service

	Find a form

	Media Centre

	Contact us






  


  
    
                
    

      
  
  	Home

	Qualifications & training
      
	Domestic qualifications

	International qualifications

	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition

	National Plan training

	Online learning

	Safety and navigation training

	Sea service and task books

	Seafarer certification guidance documents

	Training organisations



	Vessels & operators
      
	Incident reporting

	Seafarer welfare

	Domestic commercial vessels

	Ship registration

	Cargoes and dangerous goods

	Flag State administration

	Port State control

	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)



	Safety & navigation
      
	Distress beacons

	Search and rescue

	Navigation systems

	Navigating coastal waters

	Spatial data

	Safety equipment



	Marine environment
      
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

	Maritime casualty response

	Incidents and exercises

	Pollution response

	Air pollution

	Marine pollution



	News & community
      
	News and media releases

	Newsletters

	Consultations

	Social media

	Events

	Campaigns



	About
      
	Who we are

	Who we work with

	Careers

	Corporate publications

	Fees, levies, and payments

	Regulations and standards

	Reporting and accountability

	Contact us










        I am a...

    
  	Surveyor of domestic vessels
	Vessel owner and operator
	Commercial fisher
	Domestic seafarer or crew
	International crew
	Coastal pilot
	Not you? See more...





      
  
  	Search and rescue

	Find a service

	Find a form

	Media Centre

	Contact us








      
  
  	Home
	Qualifications & training	Domestic qualifications	Deck
	Engineer
	Dual
	Sailing master
	Training organisations for domestic qualifications
	Completing your domestic application
	Manage your domestic certificate


	International qualifications	Basic safety training
	Ratings
	Engineer
	Deck
	Master
	Cook
	Training organisations for international qualifications
	Courses for international qualifications
	Managing international certificates
	Fishing and sailing vessels
	Global maritime distress and safety systems
	Yachting qualifications
	Career pathways
	Exemptions


	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition	Equivalent qualifications for domestic certificates
	New Zealand domestic equivalence
	Certificates of recognition and equivalence for international certificates
	New Zealand international equivalence
	Royal Australian Navy international equivalence


	National Plan training	Training for responders
	AMSA as a registered training organisation


	Online learning	Online learning
	Our courses


	Safety and navigation training	Cargoes and dangerous goods training
	Coastal pilotage training


	Sea service and task books	Proof of identity
	Task books for domestic qualifications
	Sea service for domestic qualifications
	Sea service for international qualifications
	Sea service books for international qualifications


	Seafarer certification guidance documents	Quick-reference guidance documents


	Training organisations	Domestic certification training
	International certification training




	Vessels & operators	Incident reporting	Reporting an incident
	About marine incident reporting
	Marine incident reports
	Safety lessons from vessel incidents


	Seafarer welfare	Maritime Labour Convention guidance
	Seafarer welfare guidance
	Seafarer safety
	Safety publications and guidance
	Coronavirus (COVID-19)
	Safety programs
	Seafarer welfare


	Domestic commercial vessels	What is a domestic commercial vessel?
	Operations
	Operational safety
	Surveys
	Inspections
	Compliance
	Marine surveyors manual
	National system state transitions


	Ship registration	Register, transfer, update or close a registration
	Submit a notice of intention to register a vessel
	Information about vessel registrations
	Find out about a vessel
	Pleasure craft and fishing boats
	Brokers and agents


	Cargoes and dangerous goods	Regulations and standards for cargoes and dangerous goods
	Transporting livestock
	Container and cargo safety


	Flag State administration	Flag state administration in Australia
	Regulated Australian vessels


	Port State control	About Port State control in Australia
	Port State control inspections
	Common port State control deficiencies
	Port State control annual reports
	Ship detentions
	Port State control


	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)	About the NSCV
	Design and construction
	Equipment
	Special vessels
	Novel vessels
	Non-survey vessels
	Other information




	Safety & navigation	Distress beacons	Changes to EPIRB laws for domestic commercial vessels
	Register your beacon and find out more
	Maritime mobile service identity information


	Search and rescue	Preparing for a trip
	Search and rescue in Australia
	Our search and rescue equipment
	International and regional search and rescue
	Past search and rescue incidents


	Navigation systems	Aids to navigation
	Lighthouses
	Systems for maritime safety and distress
	Electronic chart navigation
	Ship tracking and reporting systems
	Automatic identification system


	Navigating coastal waters	Coastal pilots
	Pilot advisory notes
	Vessel traffic services
	Particularly sensitive sea areas
	Commercial fishing
	Offshore activities


	Spatial data	Maps and geographic data


	Safety equipment	Lifejackets
	Rescue boats
	Safety equipment




	Marine environment	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies	About the National Plan
	National Plan supporting documents
	National Plan annual reports
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies


	Maritime casualty response	Maritime casualty management
	Complex maritime emergencies


	Incidents and exercises	Incidents
	Exercises
	Historical pollution and casualty incidents


	Pollution response	Pollution investigation
	Response resources
	Response tools and capabilities
	Pollution science technical references
	Pollution response


	Air pollution	Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) Emissions
	Greenhouse gas emissions
	Sydney Harbour cruise ship emissions
	Low sulphur fuel regulations
	Fuel oil suppliers


	Marine pollution	The polluting effect of containers
	Pollution reporting
	MARPOL discharges
	MARPOL Convention
	Vessel waste management
	Regulations and standards




	News & community	News and media releases

	Newsletters	AMSA update
	Maritime Safety Awareness Bulletins
	Working Boats magazine
	Survey Matters
	National Plan—On Scene newsletters
	Vessel traffic services newsletters
	Subscribe
	Newsletters


	Consultations	Open consultations
	Closed consultations 2023/2024
	Closed consultations (2016 to 2022)


	Social media	AMSA on social media


	Events	Current and upcoming events
	Past events
	Industry awards


	Campaigns	Marine Order 504—changes to operational safety requirements
	Women in maritime
	Watertight and weathertight integrity for ships visiting Australian ports
	New Marine Order 505 - domestic certificates of competency
	Construction barge safety
	Tender safety
	People in maritime
	Dory safety campaign




	About	Who we are	Our priorities
	Organisation structure
	Our Board
	Legislation
	Office locations


	Who we work with	Committees and groups
	International engagement
	Building capacity in the maritime industry
	Memoranda of understanding
	Interagency agreements
	Intergovernmental agreements
	Who we work with


	Careers	Careers


	Corporate publications	Annual reports
	Annual regulatory plans
	Corporate plans
	Modern slavery statements
	Publication order forms
	Strategic documents
	Regulator performance framework reports
	Superseded compliance documents
	Workforce publications
	Corporate publications


	Fees, levies, and payments	Overview
	Domestic commercial vessel safety fees
	Marine levies
	Cost recovery implementation statements


	Regulations and standards	The national law and regulations
	Marine orders
	National law exemptions
	Standards and generic equivalent solutions
	Marine notices
	What are marine orders
	Regulations and standards


	Reporting and accountability	Body worn cameras
	Requesting information from us
	File lists and mandatory reporting
	Confidential reporting
	Procurement


	Contact us







  

          

  


  
  
    
  
          
                  
            Keyword search          
                        
          
        

              

        
         
      Apply
    

      





  

          
    

      
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  





      
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



  


  



      
        
    

      
  
  	Home

	Qualifications & training
      
	Domestic qualifications

	International qualifications

	Equivalent qualifications and skill recognition

	National Plan training

	Online learning

	Safety and navigation training

	Sea service and task books

	Seafarer certification guidance documents

	Training organisations



	Vessels & operators
      
	Incident reporting

	Seafarer welfare

	Domestic commercial vessels

	Ship registration

	Cargoes and dangerous goods

	Flag State administration

	Port State control

	National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)



	Safety & navigation
      
	Distress beacons

	Search and rescue

	Navigation systems

	Navigating coastal waters

	Spatial data

	Safety equipment



	Marine environment
      
	National Plan for Maritime Environmental Emergencies

	Maritime casualty response

	Incidents and exercises

	Pollution response

	Air pollution

	Marine pollution



	News & community
      
	News and media releases

	Newsletters

	Consultations

	Social media

	Events

	Campaigns



	About
      
	Who we are

	Who we work with

	Careers

	Corporate publications

	Fees, levies, and payments

	Regulations and standards

	Reporting and accountability

	Contact us










        I am a...

    
  	Surveyor of domestic vessels
	Vessel owner and operator
	Commercial fisher
	Domestic seafarer or crew
	International crew
	Coastal pilot
	Not you? See more...



  

      
  
  
              Print        	Home
	Qualifications & training
	Domestic Certificates of Competency (COCs)
	Deck
	Master less than 45 metres near coastal

        

              Master less than 45 metres near coastal

        
                                                                        
                                This is a domestic Certificate of Competency for operating in Australian waters.


                      
    

      
  

  
  With this certificate you can command a vessel less than 45 metres near coastal.


This certificate will allow you to work as:


	Master on commercial vessels up to 45 metres long within the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
	Master on vessels up to 100 metres long in inshore waters.
	Chief mate or deck watchkeeper on vessels up to 100 metres long within the EEZ.
	Undertake the duties and perform the functions of a General Purpose Hand NC

Eligibility


To be eligible for a Master less than 45 metres near coastal certificate you must:


	Be at least 16 years old on the certificate issue date.
	Be able to speak and understand English, including written documents
	Hold either a Master less than 24 metres near coastal or Mate less than 80 metres near coastal certificate of competency, or a certificate AMSA considers equivalent.
	Be medically fit for the duties, including eyesight
	Gain any needed sea service
	Complete training
	Pass a final assessment.

For more information, select what you need to apply for below.


Syllabus


	Master less than 35/45 metres near coastal syllabus AMSA 1109 (PDF 532.13 KB)
	Oral exam syllabus
	Conduct of oral examinations AMSA 479

Important disclaimer


These instructions are summary information only. We make decisions about seafarer certificates under Marine Order 505 (Certificates of competency — national law) 2022. This document has full details of the eligibility and other requirements for certificate applications. 
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  New certificate
What do I need to do?


To obtain this certificate you will need to:




      Meet medical and eyesight requirements
    
        
        
    



Download the: 


1. Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers


The Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850 lets us know that you are medically fit for working at sea. 


If you are colour blind, you will be restricted to working in daylight hours only. 


2. Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers 


Provide a medical practitioner with the Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers and have them complete the Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850. 


If you have a current AMSA medical (Certificate of medical fitness form 303) you can use this instead.

	You must submit your completed medical form with your application.



  

  



      Provide evidence of sea service
    
        
        
    



You need to show you have experience working on commercial vessels at least 12 metres long, while holding a Master less than 24 metres near coastal, Mate less than 80 metres near coastal, or a certificate AMSA considers equivalent.


You can reduce the amount of sea service you need by completing an AMSA task book.


With a completed AMSA task book you will need: 


	180 days
	including 120 days in charge of a navigational watch

Without an AMSA task book you will need: 


	360 days
	including 240 days in charge of a navigational watch

If you have completed a task book, you must attach a copy of the seafarer details page to your application.


You must submit a copy of your existing certificate with your application.


You need to submit at least one of the following as proof of qualifying sea service:


	Record of sea service form 771
	the on board sea service record from your task book
	a letter from the vessel operator, owner, master or chief engineer detailing your sea service.
	an approved sea service log book

Read more about qualifying sea service.


If you want a task book


You can get a Master <45m task book from us or from some registered training organisations. To order a task book directly from us, use the AMSA chargeable publications order form.


Transitional arrangement: If you have a Master <35m task book, with a version number 2.0 January 2017 or later, you can use this to apply for your Master less than 45 metre certificate.


Read more about task books.



  

  



      Complete a training course
    
        
        
    



The training for a Master less than 45 metres is the Certificate IV in Maritime Operations (Master less than 35m).


Complete this course at a registered training organisation.


You will need to submit your course completion certificate with your Certificate of competency application.



  

  



      Meet additional requirements
    
        
        
    



You must also hold a:


	valid HLTAID011 Provide first aid certificate, or equivalent
	Long range operator certificate of proficiency issued by ACMA, or equivalent.

If you do not hold these certificates, contact your registered training organisation.



  

  



      Complete and submit a certificate of competency application
    
        
        
    



To apply, complete and submit the Certificate of competency application form 426. 

	Read more about completing and submitting your application for a domestic certificate. 



  

  



      Pass a final assessment
    
        
        
    



You need to pass a final assessment before getting your certificate of competency. Once we have assessed your application you will be invited to contact AMSA Connect to book your final assessment. We will take payment of the examination fee and confirm your booking.


Refer to the syllabus document (PDF 532.13 KB) and the examiner checklist to find out what may be included in your final assessment.


When you pass the final assessment you will be given an interim certificate of competency so that you can start working immediately.


If you do not pass the final assessment, you will be able to try again. Your assessor will advise you when you can book your resit. You will have to pay the fee each time you sit for the final assessment.
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  Renewal of Certificate
A Master less than 45 metres near coastal certificate of competency is generally valid for five years.  To keep working using your certificate you need to revalidate it every five years.


What do I need to do?


To renew your certificate you will need to:




      Meet medical and eyesight requirements
    
        
        
    



Download the:


1. Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers


The Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850 lets us know that you are medically fit for working at sea.


If your existing Master less than 45 metres certificate has a daylight hours restriction, this restriction will also be on your renewed certificate.


2. Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers


Provide a medical practitioner with the Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers and have them complete the Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850.


If you have a current AMSA medical (Certificate of medical fitness form 303) you can use this instead.


Submit your completed forms as part of your application.



  

  



      Provide evidence of sea service
    
        
        
    



You need to show you have 120 days at sea, as officer of the watch, in the last 5 years.


You need to submit at least one of the following as proof of qualifying sea service:


	Record of sea service form 771
	an approved sea service task book
	a letter from the vessel operator, owner, master or chief engineer detailing your sea service
	a declaration acceptable to AMSA.

If you do not have the required sea service you must provide evidence of one of the following:


	completed an approved final assessment (you can request this option in your application)
	at least 60 days sea service in the last 6 months
	for a seasonal fisher, you must have worked in a seasonal fishery for at least 120 days in the 5 years before the application
	other approved industry experience (e.g. state or territory marine safety agency assessor, fleet manager, shore-side servicing, maritime studies teacher at a registered training organisation, marine surveyor)
	a Master <45m task book completed since obtaining your Master less than 45 metres near coastal.

If you want a task book


You can get a Master <45m task book from us or from some registered training organisations.

	To order a task book directly from us, use the AMSA chargeable publications order form.


Read more about task books.



  

  



      Provide existing certificates
    
        
        
    



You must submit a copy of your:


	existing Master less than 45 metres
	valid HLTAID011 Provide first aid certificate, or equivalent.


  

  



      Complete and submit a certificate of competency application
    
        
        
    



To apply, complete and submit the Certificate of competency application form 426. 

	Read more about completing and submitting your application for a domestic certificate. 
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  Endorsements and restrictions
There are no endorsements for this certificate


Remove a daylight hours restriction on your certificate


If you have this restriction on your certificate, you may apply to have the restriction removed.


What do I need to do?


To remove this restriction, you will need to:




      1. Meet medical and eyesight requirements
    
        
        
    



Download the:


1. Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers


The Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850 lets us know that you are medically fit for working at sea and includes the eyesight requirements to let us know you are not colour blind.


If you are colour blind, we will not be able to remove your daylight hours restriction.


2. Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers


Provide a medical practitioner with the Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers and have them complete the Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850.


If you do not meet the colour vision requirements of the eyesight test on the 1850, you must also get the practitioner to provide a certificate or statement stating that you do not suffer any greater abnormality in colour vision than could be tested by the Ishihara Test.


If you have a current AMSA medical (Certificate of medical fitness form 303) you can use this instead.


Submit your completed form with your application.



  

  



      2. Provide existing certificates
    
        
        
    



You must submit a copy of your:


	existing Master less than 45 metres near coastal
	valid HLTAID011 Provide first aid certificate, or equivalent.


  

  



      3. Complete and submit a certificate of competency application
    
        
        
    



To apply, complete and submit the Certificate of competency application form 426. 

	Read more about completing and submitting your application for a domestic certificate. 
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  Equivalent certificate
If you hold any of the following certificates, we welcome you to apply for a Master less than 45 metres near coastal certificate.


	Mate <500 GT
	Mate <500 GT with Chief Mate <3000 GT NC endorsement

If your existing certificate is restricted to operating within daylight hours only, your Master less than 45 metres certificate of competency will be subject to the same restriction.


What do I need to do?


To get a Master less than 45 metres near coastal you will need to:







      Meet medical and eyesight requirements
    
        
        
    



Download the:


1. Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers


The Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850 proves that you are medically fit for working at sea.


If you are colour blind, you will be restricted to working in daylight hours only.


2. Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers


Provide a medical practitioner with the Standards for the medical assessment of domestic seafarers and have them fill out the Certificate of medical fitness for domestic seafarers form 1850


If you have a current AMSA medical (Certificate of medical fitness form 303) you can use this instead.


Submit your completed forms as part of your application



  

  



      Provide existing certificate
    
        
        
    



As part of your application for an equivalent certificate you must submit a copy of your:


	existing certificate of competency
	valid HLTAID011 Provide first aid certificate, or equivalent


  

  



      Complete and submit a certificate of competency application
    
        
        
    



To apply, complete and submit the Certificate of competency application form 426. 

	Read more about completing and submitting your application for a domestic certificate. 
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  	General contact
1800 627 484
Monday to Friday
8 am to 5 pm
amsaconnect@amsa.gov.au
Outside of Australia
+61 2 6279 5000
Beacons enquiries
1800 406 406
Monday to Friday
9 am to 5 pm
Address
82 Northbourne Avenue
Braddon ACT 2612
Australia
	Emergencies
If you have an emergency
in Australia
dial 000 or 112 (satellite phone)
For search and rescue
services call our 24-hour contact numbers:
Maritime
+61 2 6230 6811
Aviation
+61 2 6230 6899

More contact details
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