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  The National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV) provides standards for vessel design, construction and equipment for domestic commercials vessels.
 We maintain a list of current and superseded versions of the NSCV for your information.
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      About the NSCV
Read about the application and objectives of the NSCV, how vessels are categorised, how length, draft and tonnage are calculated, as well as definitions of terms used across the standards.

        
      

    
  	  
          
General requirements - B


 Find out about vessel categories, calculating vessel size, and read the dictionary of definitions.



Read more


  

	  
          
Technical Advisory Panel


Read about the panel of experts that helps advise on the National Standard for Commercial Vessels.



Read more


  








      
      Design and construction
A domestic commercial vessel must be built to undertake its intended operation safely. This includes its construction, stability, machinery, electrical and fire safety and LPG systems. Find out more.

        
      

    
  	  
          
Arrangement, accommodation and personal safety - C1


Operation stations, accommodation spaces, emergency escapes, and personal safety.



Read more


  

	  
          
Watertight and weathertight integrity - C2


 Controlling the risks that weather and water pose to a vessel.



Read more


  

	  
          
Construction - C3


Constructing the hull, decks, superstructures, deckhouses and bulkheads.



Read more


  

	  
          
Fire safety - C4


Fitting out all spaces on the vessel with the right fire protection measures.



Read more


  

	  
          
Machinery - C5A


Engines, propulsion, fuel, fluid, steering and ancillary systems.



Read more


  

	  
          
Electrical - C5B


Standards for electrical installations, safety, testing and repair.



Read more


  

	  
          
LPG systems for appliances - C5C


Standards for appliances using liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) systems as a fuel source.



Read more


  

	  
          
LPG systems for engines – C5D


Standards for installing and maintaining engines fuelled by liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).



Read more


  

	  
          
Intact stability requirements - C6A


Standards for maintaining stability during day-to-day operations while the hull is intact.



Read more


  

	  
          
Buoyancy and stability after flooding - C6B


 Standards for maintaining buoyancy after flooding, grounding, or collision.



Read more


  

	  
          
Stability tests and stability information - C6C


Tests for establishing and verifying vessel stability.



Read more


  

	  
          
Uniform Shipping Laws code


Standards for domestic commercial vessels, largely replaced by the NSCV for new vessels.



Read more


  








      
      Equipment
A domestic commercial vessel must carry the right equipment to operate safely. This includes marine safety equipment, communications and navigation equipment, and anchoring systems.

        
      

    
  	  
          
Safety equipment - C7A


 Carrying the right safety equipment, including lifejackets, life rafts, and first aid kits.



Read more


  

	  
          
Communications equipment - C7B


 Radiotelephones, signalling lights, EPIRBs, and satellite communications equipment.



Read more


  

	  
          
Navigation equipment - C7C


 Compasses, nautical charts, chart systems, and publications.



Read more


  

	  
          
Anchoring systems - C7D


Designing, selecting, and testing anchoring systems.



Read more


  

	  
          
Equipment guidance notices for surveyed vessels


Find equipment guides for class 1, 2 and 3 vessels that hold a certificate of survey.



Read more


  








      
      Special vessels
Special vessels include fast craft, hire and drive vessels, and special purpose vessels. These vessels have their own unique risks and safety standards for operation.

        
      

    
  	  
          
General requirements for fast craft - F1A


 Standards for 'fast craft': vessels capable of speeds over 25 knots.



Read more


  

	  
          
Category F1 fast craft - F1B


Standards for class 1 and class 2 fast craft that are at least 35m in equivalent length.



Read more


  

	  
          
Category F2 fast craft  - F1C


 Standards for class 1 fast craft operating in sheltered waters or under 35m in equivalent length.



Read more


  

	  
          
Leisure craft - F2


Standards for hire and drive vessels 24m or under that carry up to 12 people.



Read more


  

	  
          
Special purpose vessels - F4


Standards for vessels used for special work.



Read more


  








      
      Novel vessels
We may consider a vessel a 'novel vessel' if it does not have the shape, form, function or propulsion of most vessels of a similar kind. Find out more and read AMSA’s policy for pathways for their certification.

        
      

    
  	  
          
Novel vessels - F3


Defining a 'novel vessel', their requirements, and pathways to certify them.



Read more


  








      
      Non-survey vessels
Some vessels with lower-risk operations don’t need to hold a certificate of survey. These non-survey vessels have a separate standard for design, construction, and equipment. Find out about those standards.

        
      

    
  	  
          
Non-survey vessels - G


Standards for commercial vessels that don’t need to hold a certificate of survey.



Read more


  

	  
          
Equipment guidance notices for non-survey vessels


Find equipment guides for non-survey vessels based on class and type of operation.



Read more


  








      
      Other information
From time-to-time we update the standards to ensure they remain up-to-date. Have your say on upcoming proposed changes, read about past changes and access previous editions of the standards.

        
      

    
  	  
          
Register of changes


Read about the changes we have made to the NSCV since 2020.



Read more


  

	  
          
Superseded standards for commercial vessels


On this page you can find copies of previous editions and amendments to the NSCV.



Read more
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  	General contact
1800 627 484
Monday to Friday
8 am to 5 pm
amsaconnect@amsa.gov.au
Outside of Australia
+61 2 6279 5000
Beacons enquiries
1800 406 406
Monday to Friday
9 am to 5 pm
Address
82 Northbourne Avenue
Braddon ACT 2612
Australia
	Emergencies
If you have an emergency
in Australia
dial 000 or 112 (satellite phone)
For search and rescue
services call our 24-hour contact numbers:
Maritime
+61 2 6230 6811
Aviation
+61 2 6230 6899

More contact details
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  Interpreter service
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  Safe and clean seas, saving lives
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