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Why are we proposing changes?  

We had over a dozen issues raised with us around issues with the standard by industry. Common themes were the standard needs to be clarified and become 

less complex and easier to apply.  While changes or improvements in technology, such as low location lighting and improving escape marking, are not new 

technology within international shipping, its wide-scale use within the domestic commercial vessel (DCV) sector is relatively new. A few examples of how we 

are improving alignment with national and international standards include: 

• Escape safety signs — by allowing flexible options for compliance with the ISO 24409 series of standards, IMO Resolution A.1116(30) or AS1319, Safety 

Signs for the Occupational Environment as a deemed to satisfy solution. 

• Table 24 — Dimensions of steps in a stairway, depending on the capacity aligned with the National construction Code volume 2 or AS 1657- 2018 

• The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the Act) seeks to eliminate discrimination against people with disability. The Transport Standards explain the 

obligations of transport operators and providers under the Act. The Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 (Transport Standards) were 

developed to make public transport accessible, this along with AS 1428.1:2021 Design for access and mobility, Part 1: General requirements for access 

are now referenced to make it easier to apply understand and apply the obligations of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the Act). 

• Seek best practice — Harnesses, safely lines, clipping points and jack-stays section has been updated for vessels ≤24m, to include ISO 12401:2209 

Small craft - Deck safety harness and safety line (harnesses can be purchased to this standard from a retailer).  

• Pilot vessel uninterrupted, continuous safety rail system; (i) which a lanyard or webbing strap capable of withstanding a load of 6 kN, or complying with AS 

2227 or ISO 12401. 

• Address safety risks — Coronial recommendation about improving emergency exit signage and escape strip lighting. Guardrail interaction with children 

pax seating without the reduction of the performance of guardrails. Incident data identifies RIB’s are being overrepresented to person overboard. All these 

items have proposed changes. One example is figure 5 of the proposed C1 standard, which illustrates a collared vessel seating and points of attachment 

have been added to assist in clarifying how to apply the current standard.  
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• Feedback from Accredited Marine Surveyors and industry 
• Coronial findings and recommendations (some minor changes to escape, pop out windows, sliding doors and low location lighting etc) 
• Internationally relevant incidents, we scan for international incidents and review the relevance to Australia domestic commercial vessel fleet 
• Domestic serious incident reports and investigations, we look at incident data, causes and marine inspector investigations of serious incidents 
• We look at and review if we can improve how we manage safety risks, lessons we may have learned etc. 
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On the coming slides, the current standard or requirements will generally be on the left and the proposed new standard and requirements will be on the right. 
If that is not the case a heading of just ‘Proposed new standard’ will indicate that we are only looking at just the proposed changes.  
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In this example the old standard had five title headings, whereas the proposed standard has just one, making is easier to search and navigate. The font has 
been amended to make the standard easier to read. The proposed changes to the format have been developed using the principles of usability engineering 
and the reading score has been subsequently reduced.  
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We have proposed a very minor change to the definition of ‘special working deck’ and no change to ‘special purpose deck’. We have however, tried to provide 
examples of each type of deck. 
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Minor changes to the threshold time before a toilet and wash basin is required for vessels not considered public transport. Examples where this might apply 
could include a small water taxi, a small private charter boat, or a resort vessel conducting passenger transfers on short voyages etc. Vessels wanting to use 
the proposed changes must ensure adequate public toilets are provided near the embarkation and disembarkation points.  



 

Webinar  NSCV C1 – Wheelhouse visibility, escape, accommodation and personal safety 29 March 2022 
 

The proposed change seeks to make minimal technical changes. The main driver of change for the operating stations was to simplify the standard and make it 
easier to understand and apply.  
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The proposed C1 deletes the current Chapter 3, as it’s duplicated in NSCV C7C: Navigation equipment. A small consequential amendment has been 
proposed to C7C as a result : identified in the presentation under the Proposed consequential amendment at (1) and (2). 
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• No proposed changes for less than 24 m vessels. 
• For a vessel between 24 m to 35 m, a minor proposed increase to 1.98 m (or 80mm) has been included. 
• Vessels of at least 35 m have a proposed increase in headroom to 2.03 m (or 130mm) and are now MLC compliant and vessels at least 24 m in length 

being sustainably equivalent to MLC. 
• AMSA understands the minimum clear height above stairs to be a prevalent issue based on injury data and feedback. We have moved this within the 

standard, so all headroom data is in the same location. 
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The Australian Health Principal Protection Committee (AHPPC) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) have issued guidance on improved ventilation as 
an additional control measure for the management of viruses (like COVID-19). We have used their guidance as a basis, while retaining practical application of 
natural ventilation for many small boats.  
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The code on Noise levels on board ships only applies to vessels of 1600 gross tonnage and above (so not most DCVs). As DCVs are workplaces, concurrent 
legislation already exists, the proposed standard simply points to the existing Code of Practice for managing noise and preventing hearing loss at work, which 
is produced by Safe Work Australia. This applies to vessels under 1600 GT—most DCVs.  
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The proposed standard has been updated to reflect the obligations of public transport operators under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and to reference 
the transport standards and other guidelines to make them easier to apply.  
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Improving escape marking (both signage and lighting) is a major component of the proposed C1 standard.  
Annex B provides basic information for small-to-medium operators to be able to purchase the correct escape markings. We have also provided some 
additional compliance pathways via ISO and Australia standards to increase flexibility etc. 
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The proposed changes for the design of escapes serving a space, are mostly minor drafting updates to improve the readability and make the standard easier 
to apply.  
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We have proposed an increase in some low-capacity ladders, like ones you would commonly see on a flybridge, or even perhaps a tug or large naval ship. 
The existing standard only allows these types of ladders up to 1.5 m, which is not even the tween deck height of most vessels.  
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Very minor proposed changes to the dimensions of steps in stairways (based on updates to the NCC and AS).  
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Introduction of a ‘No climb zone’ for class 1 passenger vessels on decks accessible by passengers less than 12 years old. We are keen to hear you feedback 
on this and improve the drafting of the provision to incorporate the above point. 
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Continuous safety rail for pilot vessels—proposed to increase track system to 6kN and maintain 1.2kN for handrails. 
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Vessel-supplied access and gangways are proposed to stay in the standard as they are a surveyed item. 

 



 

Webinar  NSCV C1 – Wheelhouse visibility, escape, accommodation and personal safety 29 March 2022 
 

  



 

Webinar  NSCV C1 – Wheelhouse visibility, escape, accommodation and personal safety 29 March 2022 
 

Questions and answers 
Question 1 — Will the headroom requirement be applicable for vessels built before the new NSCV C1 comes into force even if the vessel comes into survey 
after C1 is in force?  
 
Answer — No, updates in the NSCV are generally applied to new vessels or heavily modified vessels, once the standards commence. As per the consultation 
paper, the applications of the proposed new NSCV C1 is as follows (allowing for a transition period as per your example): 

 
 
Question 2 — Would a portable toilet be considered as a toilet suitable for NSCV C1 requirements?  
 
Answer — A toilet has been defined as part of the proposed changes and a portable toilet could be engineered and maintained to comply with the definition 
within NSCV C1 (I.e the portable toilet might need to be fixed or secured, and the temporary holding tank would require periodic emptying and maintaining 
etc). 
 
Question 3 — NA's cannot realistically assess wheelhouses as per the current C1 document. is this to be removed or able to be assessed by other 
surveyors?  
 
Answer — Can you please clarify? When you say the current C1 do you mean the one is in force now or the new proposed C1? Either way we welcome 
detailed feedback highlighting any issues you have had or predict you may have with either the current NSCV C1 or the proposed NSCV C1. 
 
Question 4 — No its about disability access requirements vs sill heights (there is a conflict) and can you please answer our question on vessel lengths? 
 
Answer — The proposed NSCV C2 says ‘Where there are deckhouses or superstructures within which there is access to below the deck level, the height of 
door sills must not be less than the height prescribed’. The NSCV allows for flash hatches in any position if they are normally closed at sea, which is a key 
change to the current USL code. NSCV C2 also allows for no sills in some circumstances, or a very minimal sills to just provide a seal. The new 24m Sydney 
ferries are an example, only having hatches normally closed at sea on the weather deck. Therefore, no sills will be required on the lower passenger deck (just 
a couple of sliding doors), making them accessible for people with disabilities. 
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Question 5 — Does AMSA provide guidance for the design standard for gangways, which are fitted as part of vessel?  
 
Answer — Yes, in clause 6.13 of the new proposed NSCV C1 the notes provide some guidance, also to external resources. 
 
Question 6 — You'd better make it easier to build ferries over 35m if you are proposing to limit the area available for seating per the 'no climb zone' proposal. 
Surely parents have some responsibility to supervise.  
 
Answer — The ‘no climb zone’ proposal has two options. One of the options will not reduce seating capacity at all and just requires higher guardrails if 
seating is placed against guardrails. 
 
Question 7 — Without C2 being finished how do you propose to reconcile this with current sill height requirements etc?  
 
Answer — It is anticipated that NSCV C2 will be available before the end of 2022, which is before NSCV C1 is proposed to commence. 
 
 
 
And finally, thank you for your attendance and I look forward to your feedback. This is the end of the presentation. See you next time. 
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Answers 
• Probably not, small open boats we will consider further. MO504 still has requirements to identify an assembly station for all class 1, 2 and 3 vessels (this 

however could be done on a drawing or diagram within the SMS) 
• Yes, that’s already implied by having the no clime zone only applicable to passenger vessels (we will review the drafting of the provision and make the link 

clearer) 
• Yes, the accessibility sections of this standard have been updated, the Human rights commission was consulted as a subject matter expert. 
• Same as the current standard, no changes have been proposed. 
• We will look at defining an assembly station and we may provide an illustration as part of the definition. 
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