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Additional resources
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Assembly station requirements

All Class 1, 2 and 3 vessels, except 
those eligible for a simplified SMS, 
must meet these requirements for 
assembly stations:

• Alternative assembly stations no 
longer dependent on the number of 
persons carried on board.

• Alternative assembly stations 
required if it’s practical based on the 
vessel’s layout, characteristics      
and risk assessment.

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 



36

Assembly station requirements cont.

What should you consider?

• how an alternative assembly station can control 
risks

• whether an alternative assembly station is 

practical based on your vessel’s layout, 

characteristics and risk assessment

• where to locate an alternative assembly station.

Update your risk assessment with any changes.

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Assembly station requirements cont.

Emergency Plan

Identify:

• at least one assembly station (primary assembly station) for all persons on 

board

• an alternative to any primary assembly station that becomes unusable or 

inaccessible during an emergency (if determined as practical in your risk 

assessment in Step 1)

• arrangements for assigning a crew member to each emergency station

• a system, for use in an emergency, for the crew to record and confirm the 

presence of all persons on board

• how often emergency procedures, including assembly station drills,            

will be practised.

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Assembly station requirements cont.

For passenger carrying vessels

Ensure that the emergency plan also includes: 

• the location of each assembly station

• what passengers must do in an emergency

• how passengers are to find, put on and secure lifejackets

• placement of appropriate signage to guide passengers to the 
assembly station

• placement of ‘what to do in an emergency’ information in each 
assembly station, passenger cabin and other area frequented by 

passengers

• placement of appropriate signage and information on how to find, 
put on and secure lifejackets in each assembly station, passenger 

cabin and other area frequented by passengers.

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Example – extract from emergency plan 

EXAMPLE ONLY

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

,.. 

Extract from 
emergency 
plan 

Emergency procedure - Abandon ship 

Action Responsible 

Sound prepare to abandon ship alarm Master 

(7 short blasts followed by one long 

blast of the ship's horn) 

Provide information about the nature of Master 

the emergency over the public address 

system and action being taken. Tell 

passengers to follow instructions given 

by the crew 

Check primary assembly station is clear Crew members (names.tpositions) 
and safe for passengers to gather. 

Inform master. If not clear instruct crew 

to use alternative assembly station 

Direct passengers to assigned Crew members (names.tpositions) 

assembly station 

Assist any passengers with mobility or Crew members (names/positions) 

medical issues to assembly station 

Undertake head count - inform master 

Instruct passengers to don lifejackets 

and ensure they are fitted properly 

Manually launch life raft(s) utilising 

launch instructions 

Master to determine and command 

when to abandon ship 

Help passengers to board life raft(s) 

and ensure they are seated with the 

entrance clear 

Crew members board life raft(s) 

Once all accounted for, cut painter 

line(s) and move away from vessel -

ensure EPIRB is activated 

Crew members (names/positions) 

Crew members (names/positions) 

Crew members (names/positions) 

Master 

Crew members (names/positions) 

Master and crew 

Crew members (names/positions) 
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Emergency plan cont.

• Trial your plan

• Address any risks

• Ask:
• How well is the plan working?

• Is anything missing or does 
anything need amending?

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Vessel stability

Vessel owners are required to 
address operational risks to vessel 
stability by:

• Identifying the risks to vessel 
stability in the risk assessment 
(all vessels, except those eligible for a 
simplified SMS)

• Keeping a record of vessel 
modifications affecting       
stability (Class 1, 2 and 3           
vessels)

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Vessel stability – risk assessment
What should you consider?

Key risks to vessel stability that you may identify           

include:

• Modifications to a vessel or installation of new 
equipment and fishing gear  

• overloading or weight creep

• towing

• loss of watertight integrity

• free surface effects including water on deck  

• accidental flooding  

• rough sea state and weather conditions 

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Vessel stability – risk assessment cont.
Educate your master and relevant crew about stability 

limitations of your vessel and how its operations compare to the 

load cases presented in the stability documentation.

• Learn about stability risks

• Assess the vessel against the applicable stability criteria

• Use competent persons, such as accredited marine 

surveyors and naval architects

• In some instances, operations may have to be modified for 

the vessel to remain stable and compliant with the stability 

book. 

If you don’t know, ask a competent person such as 

accredited marine surveyor or naval architect.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. It is attributed to 
Maritime New Zealand and the original version can be found at 
www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/vessel-stability

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Example – extract from risk assessment

EXAMPLE ONLY

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

~ 
Extract 
from risk 
assessment 

Hazards Risks 

Adding/removing/ • Loss of/ reduced 

replacing equipment stabil ity 
(e.g. fishing gear, 

brine tanks, engine) 

Shifting fishing gear • Loss of/ reduced 

stabi lity 

Loading of catch in • Loss of/reduced 

areas not covered stability 

by stability book 

Shifting catch • Loss of/ reduced 

stabil ity 

Trawling • Loss of/ reduced 

stability 

Controls 

• Identify what Is to be added, 

replaced or removed 

• Check that replacement 

equipment the same size/weight 

as Item being removed 

• Engage Accredited Marine 

Surveyor to assess stability 

changes and update stabillty book 

• Advise AMSA 

• Master and crew training 

• Record in logbook 

• Fishing gear to be well-secured 

• Gear s1ored on deck to be stored 

as low as possible and secured 

• Stabiliser boom arms to be made 

fast when not in operation 

• Catch to be stored only in 

approved areas identified by 

stabili1y book 

• Signage showing approved 

areas for storage of catch 

• Master and crew training 

• Secure product in storage to 

prevent movement 

• Assess the sea-state and 

swell direction 

• Tow point of vessel to be as 

low as possible 

Snagging of fishing • Loss of/ reduced • Quick release and weak links 

gear stability added to the trawl lines 

• Hook up emergency plan 

• Crew trained and dri lled in 

manag ing risks of fouled or 

snagged gear 

Swamping of the • Loss of/reduced • Where possible, avoid condit ions 

deck and free- stability where breaking waves or 

surface effects following seas could cause the 

decks to be swamped 

• Always keep freeing ports open 

while at sea and ensure they are 

clear of obstructions as item 

being removed 

• Ensure freeing ports comply with 

the standards and regulations 

(survey) 

• Keep all bi lge water to a minimum 

• Keep fuel and ballast tanks either 
full or empty, to minimise the free-
surface effect on board 

• Training for master and crew on 
stability risks and understanding 
elements that influence stability 

Melted ice - free • Loss of/ reduced • Ensure refrigeration unit is 
surface effects stability regularly serviced 

• Pumping or draining of the 

space as a matter of urgency 

-
Consumption of • Loss of/ reduced • Use of stability book to 

fresh water and stability checK loading conditions at 

fuel vs increase in different stages of trip 

catch load • Training for master and crew 

on stability risks and 

understanding elements that 

influence stabi li ty 
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Vessel stability – modifications

Modifications to the 

structure or equipment of a 

vessel may change its 

stability and the way it 

behaves at sea. 

This requirement does not affect 

existing obligations to advise 

AMSA of vessel modifications

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Vessel stability – modifications cont.
Modifications that need to be recorded include:

• hull or superstructure modifications

• addition, removal or relocation of fixed and moveable 

ballast

• addition or modifications to trawling, towing or lift 

apparatus apart from like-for-like replacement of 

apparatus that is addressed in the stability assessment 

of the vessel

• addition of external plastic curtains (clears)

• addition, removal or modification of the size or location 

of tanks such as fuel, fresh water, wastewater, lube oil, 

ballast water, sludge, live bait, fish tanks/fish bins or 

cargo tanks

• addition, removal, relocation or replacement of machinery 

including propulsion engines that are not a like-for-like 

replacement

• addition, removal, relocation or replacement of 

accommodation fit-out or equipment that would alter the 

displacement, trim or raise the centre of gravity of the 

vessel from the lightship condition for which it was 

previously approved e.g. cabins, refrigerators, air 

conditioners, compressors, cool rooms, ice rooms

• variation to the operational loading of the vessel including 

cargo and personnel weights and their location.

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Example – extract from logbook

EXAMPLE ONLY

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

Extract 
from 
logbook 

Date Occurrence Signature 

dd/mm/yyyy Refitted bar area in main JM Owner 
saloon with new 
servicing area, 

additional fridges and 

storage cabinets. Refit 

assessed and signed off 

by accredited marine 
surveyor on dd/mm/yyyy 
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Additional resources
amsa.gov.au/smschanges

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

The revised Marine Order 504 comes into effect on 1 June 2025. 
Update your SMS to make sure your vessel complies. 

Simpl ified SMS 
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Additional resources



Upcoming AMSA webinar
• 9 April – simplified SMS

In the spirit of reconciliation the Australian Maritime Safety Authority acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of country throughout Australia and their connections 

to land, sea and community. We pay our respect to their elders past and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today. 

Elements of Navigating Tides of Progress artwork by proud Samsep woman, Alysha Menzel.



Elements of Navigating Tides of Progress artwork by proud Samsep woman, Alysha Menzel.
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