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Additional resources
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Emergency plans

Emergency plans need to be updated, if 
relevant, to include:

• Loss of propulsion
• Oil or fuel spill

Procedures must outline how to 
respond in an emergency situation

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
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Example – Emergency plan checklist 
Class 2 or 3 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY

Australian Government 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

Section 5: Emergency plan 

Your emergency plan ensures you are prepared, helps prevent injuries, save lives, and reduce 
damage to your vessel and the environment. 

Set up your emergency plan 

Write down what to do in each of these emergencies if relevant, and the role of each crew member: 

Items to provide Done 

I Fire □ 

I A person overboard or unaccountably missing □ 

I An injury or other medical emergency □ 

I Master incapacitated □ 

I Loss of steering □ 

I Loss of propulsion □ 

I Vessel collision □ 

I Vessel grounding □ 

I Vessel flooding □ 

I Oil or fuel spill □ 

I Adverse weather or water conditions □ 

I Any other circumstance identified by your risk assessment that may require an 
□ emergency response. 

Class 2 vessels carrying passengers with only a master on board: 

You MUST also include Done 

Make a laminated copy of the emergency safety procedures □ 

Display that copy clearly and prominently on board, if practical □ 

You must keep a copy of your emergency plan on board where it is readily accessible. 

It must also have a way for the crew to record and confinn the presence of all on board in an emergency. 
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Example – Emergency plan 
Class 2 or 3 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Emergency plan checklist 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Emergency plan 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Maintenance
Vessel owner must ensure that a system is 

developed for:

• regular programmed inspections and 

maintenance

The system must include arrangements for 

recording details of:

• each inspection, and

• Corrections for each deficiency identified
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Maintenance cont.

Inspection must be conducted by:

• the owner, or

• a person with sufficient experience 
and knowledge to conduct the 
inspection on behalf of the owner

Servicing must consider the 
manufacturer’s specifications and 
requirements
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Example – Maintenance checklist 
Class 2 or 3 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Maintenance schedule 
Class 2 or 3 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Maintenance checklist 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Maintenance schedule 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Maintenance checklist

EXAMPLE ONLY



Elements of Navigating Tides of Progress artwork by proud Samsep woman, Alysha Menzel.

POLL QUESTION

How many of you are 
considering changing from 
a full SMS to a simplified 

SMS?

  Yes, I am (thumbs up         ) 
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Briefing hirers 
Class 4 only

The owner of the vessel must ensure that:

• a briefing is given to each hirer and 

participant before they takes control of a 

vessel

• If a hirer or participant is not present during 

the briefing — a hirer or participant who was 

present agrees to brief them
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Briefing hirers 
Class 4 only

The owner of the vessel must also ensure that:

• tour leaders, guides and briefers are competent 

to perform their duties

• tour leader, guide and briefer meet the 

recreational boating licencing requirements of 

the State or Territory

• each tour leader has a current first aid certificate 

equivalent to at least HLTAID011 Provide first 

aid.
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Example – Hirer briefing checklist 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Example – Hirer briefing 
Class 4 vessel 

EXAMPLE ONLY
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Review your SMS 
all vessels

Be sure to review your SMS: 

Risk assessment

• when you plan to undertake a different operation

• following any marine incident

• if the master considers the risks have changes *

Emergency plan and procedures:

• if an increased risk is identified by a review of the risk 

assessment

• every 12 months

* Not applicable to Class 4 vessels
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Additional resources
amsa.gov.au/smschanges
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Additional resources cont.
amsa.gov.au/news-community/webinars/past-webinars
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Keep up to date on changes
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Additional resources
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