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CHAPTER XIV 
SAFETY MEASURES FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS 

Regulation 2 
Application 

8 Regulation 2 is replaced by the following: 

"Regulation 2 
Application 

1 Unless expressly provided otherwise, this chapter applies to the following 
ships operating in polar waters:1 

.1 ships certified in accordance with chapter I;  

.2 fishing vessels of 24 metres in length overall and above; 

.3 pleasure yachts of 300 gross tonnage and upwards not engaged in 
trade; and 

.4 cargo ships of 300 gross tonnage and upwards but 
below 500 gross tonnage. 

____________________ 
1 Refer to the Interim safety measures for ships not certified under the SOLAS 

Convention operating in polar waters (resolution A.1137(31)). 

2 Ships subject to paragraph 1.1 constructed before 1 January 2017 shall 
meet the relevant requirements of the Polar Code by the first intermediate or renewal 
survey, whichever occurs first, after 1 January 2018. 

3 Ships subject to paragraphs 1.2, 1.3 or 1.4 constructed 
before 1 January 2026 shall meet the relevant requirements of chapters 9-1 
and 11-1 in part I-A of the Polar Code by 1 January 2027. 

4 In applying part I-A of the Polar Code, consideration should be given to the 
additional guidance in part I-B of the Polar Code. 

5 This chapter shall not apply to ships owned or operated by a Contracting 
Government and used, for the time being, only in government non-commercial 
service. However, ships owned or operated by a Contracting Government and used, 
for the time being, only in government non-commercial service are encouraged to 
act in a manner consistent, so far as reasonable and practicable, with this chapter. 

6 Nothing in this chapter shall prejudice the rights or obligations of States 
under international law.” 
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Regulation 3 
Requirements for ships to which this chapter applies 

9 Regulation 3 is replaced by the following: 

"Regulation 3 
Requirements for ships certified in accordance with chapter I 

1 Ships subject to regulation 2.1.1 above shall comply with the requirements 
of the safety-related provision of the introduction and with part I-A of the Polar Code 
and shall, in addition to the requirements of regulations I/7, I/8, I/9 and I/10, as 
applicable, be surveyed and certified, as provided for in that Code. 

2 Ships subject to regulation 2.1.1 above holding a certificate issued pursuant 
to the provisions of paragraph 1 shall be subject to the control established in 
regulations I/19 and XI-1/4. For this purpose, such certificates shall be treated as a 
certificate issued under regulation I/12 or I/13." 

10 The following new regulation is inserted after existing regulation 3: 

"Regulation 3-1 
Requirements for fishing vessels of 24 metres in length overall and above, pleasure 
yachts of 300 gross tonnage and upwards not engaged in trade and cargo ships 
of 300 gross tonnage and upwards but below 500 gross tonnage  

1 Ships subject to regulations 2.1.2, 2.1.3 or 2.1.4 on all voyages in the 
Antarctic area and voyages in Arctic waters beyond the outer limit of the territorial 
sea of the Contracting Government whose flag the ship is entitled to fly shall comply 
with the provisions of chapters 9-1 and 11-1 of part I-A of the Polar Code, taking into 
account the introduction and the safety-related provisions of paragraphs 1.2, 1.4 
and 1.5 of chapter 1 of part I-A of the Polar Code. 

2 Notwithstanding paragraph 1 above, the Administration shall determine to 
what extent the provisions of regulations 9-1.3.1 and 9-1.3.2 of chapter 9-1 of 
part I-A of the Polar Code do not apply to: 

.1 fishing vessels of 24 metres in length overall and above; and 

.2 ships of 300 gross tonnage and upwards but below 500 gross 
tonnage not engaged in international voyages." 




